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SA VING US FROM Rt/IN. 



tklENDS AND CiriZENS, 

War is again 
ikenouh JFrom the Streights of Gibraltar 
to the bottom of the Baltic all Europe is 
involved in military operations. The plough 
is abandoned, and the loom (lands Itill ; fleetsi 
are equipped and armies levied, to difturb 
peaceful communities, and to lay wafte the 
earth. 

War, though declared by the government, 
muft be fiipported by the people. Parlia- 
ment impofes taxes, but you pay them. 
ThQ King declares war^ but it is the blood o£ 
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the peafantand themanufaClurer whifchflowS 
in the battle, it is the purfe of the tradefman 
and artificer which is emptied in the conteft* 

If fuch are the awful and tremendous 
confequences of that ftate which now fub* 
lifts between France and England, it is fure* 
\y our duty, as good men and ufeful ci- 
tizens, ferioufly to confider, what is the ob- 
jeft for which We are fighting, and on what 
principle of juftice we Can engage in the 
conflid. If the life of one man is not to be 
taken away) but upon a principle of felf- 
defence, or on the previous conviftion of 
his guilt by a calm and fober appeal to rea* 
fon, how much more does it become us, 
ftrupuloufly to weigh, in the balance of the 
JhnSiuary, the caufes for which we embark 
An a complicated war, in whirh the kindred- 
blood ofthoufands of our fellow creatures 
is poured out, like water, by the unfeeling 
arm of a mercenary foldiery, and million* 
muft be fquandered, which are wrung from 
he ftv^eat of the brow of the huftandman. 

What have I to do with politics ? Nothings 
From this important queftion, my country- 
men, fo weakly and wickedly anfwered, 
liave arifen all the evrls which have affli6l- 
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ed England through a long fucceflion of 
ages. This is the fountain, fron which not 
only waters of bitternefs, but rivers of blood 
have flowed,— Did you ever doubt what 
connexion you had with morals and virtue ? 
And yet, what are politics, but that wide 
^yftem of dutiesi which nation owes to na- 
tion ? Politics are to nations, what morals 
are to individuals. They have lately, in- 
deed, been called the principal branch of 
moral s, I think they are more. I hold 
them to be the great trunk of morals, on 
which all other duties depend but as branch- 
es. It is only upon a ftrift performance of 
thefe duties alone, that you can expeft to be 
profperous and happy as a people. Now as 
war can only be juft on one fide of the par- 
ties which tarry it on, it muft be murder on 
the other. The good or evil qualities of ail 
a6lions depend not on the number or dignity 
of the agents, but on their tendency to pro- 
mote the good of mankind. By this ftand- 
ard niuft equally be tried the actions of the 
peafant and the prince. In the guilt or in-^ 
pocence of the prefent war, as we all con* 
tribute to cany it on, either by perfonal 

B 2 
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fervice or the taxes which we pay, the de* 
claration of war on the part of the King haa 
deeply involved us. We sire bound th^re-i 
fore, as moral and accountable agents, to ck- 
amine the juftice of the meafure ; the means 
of information are at ban J ; and let me af- 
fureyou, that where Knowledge is a duty, Ig-» 
norance is a crime. To the fervile adulati- 
on of Court Sycophants on the one hand, or 
the clamorous howl of opposition on the 
Other, I p^y little heed, Thofe juggling^ 
confederacies have too long and too fuccefs- 
fuUy deluded the nation, Pitt fucceeda 
North, Fox fucceeds Pitt, and Pitt fucceeds 
. Fox again j but the national grievances re-i 
main unredreffed, and the change of amini-t 
fter produces nothing, but a transfer of pen-^ 
fions from one minion to another, and a frefh 
accumulation of nationgtl burthens. Parties 
are only a fucceflion of birds of prey, of 
which the people are the banquet. Confide 
therefore in neither* The means of your 
fecurity are in your own hands, and it re* 
mains for you alone to exert them. If your 
life were menaced by afTault, would it pot 
be ridiculous to apply to your neighbour to 
difcharge your muflket for you ? 
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To put my mind at eafe, I determined to 
fit down and examine coolly the grievances 
of the people, and the proper remedy to ap- 
ply, without borrowing my opinion either 
from the advocates or defamcrs of Govern- 
ment, The refult of that examination is 
here fubmitted to vou. In fubmitting: it* 
however, I would wifh to obviate an objec- 
tion, to which this attempt may, at firft, fcem 
liable. 

Some will cenfure it as indecent; for 
what can be more indecent, it may be faid, 
than for a private man to pafs judgment on 
the afctsofthe Legifloture? In anfwer to the 
charge of indecency, I would afk, whether 
it be indecent to examine, or to refled? 
Now the man \vho refledsat all, muft either 
approve, or difapprove, or fufpend his judg- 
ment. If he approves, it is becau (e the thing 
approved of is conformable to his owa 
ideas ; — if he difapproves, it is becaufe it 
is repugnant to his own ideas : iT he keeps 
himfelf in fufpenfe, it is becaufe it is partly 
conformable and partly repugnant. There 
appears to me to be no more inJecency in 
one of thefe operations than in another* Of 
deceafed Parliaments it was always allowed 
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to fpeak freely. In Egypt, a defpotfcgcw 
vernment, it was even ordained to examine^ 
and to cenfure the conduft of dead fove-^ 
reigns ; and the cuftorn of pronouncing ora- 
tions at the embalming of their kings, was. 
eftablifhed as the means of inciting their 
reigning prince to reform the errors, fupply 
•the defefts, and ac<:omplifh the good defigna 
of his predeceflbr^ 

In this country, which fome are pleafed 
to caliyr<?^, though not pleafed, we find, with 
the only means by which it can be kept fo^ 
though we may arraign the dead, we mufl 
flatter the living. We may difturU with 
impunity the aihes of our forefathers^ but 
living evil has a claim to our refpeft* We 
are bound, it feems, to erabrace the hands 
which buifet, and to kifs the feet that tram-^ 
pie on us. The reverfe of this conduft isun«% 
doubtedly proper* They who repofe in the 
fanftuary of the grave, as they have ceaf- 
ed to injure, may be fpared from reproach*i 
But the living fervants of the people, who 
make laws, by which not only property,, 
but life itfelf may be forfeited, are certainly 
amenable to the tribunal of their employers i 
and when it is fair to examine, it may be 
prppcr to cenfure^ 
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My motive for publifliingis to do good — ■- 
Unconnefted with any party ; too proud to 
be dependent on any, I write but as I feel* 
Truth can only be offenfive to him, whofe 
conduft will not bear the teft of examination. 
In a word* if there are any perfons in the 
legiflature to whom this work may give of. 
fencej let them recollect, that being fervants 
of the people, it is their duty to render an 
account of their conduft to that people from 
whom they derive their power, and for 
whofe benefit alone they were entrufted 
with the exercife of it ; let them recollect 
that punifhment is not guilt, and that calum- 
ny is not infamy ; that if to acquire truth is 
a bleffing, to propagate it is a duty ; — that 
the office of reafon is to convince, and not 
to flatter, and, that the osly effectual mode 
of making mankind fpeak good of them, is 
to do it. 

PRIENDS AND CITIZENS, 

Hear now my reafonings, and hearken to 
the pleadings of my lips. — ^11 we look back to 
the wars which have defoiated Europe for 
thefe lalt hundred years, then thefe melan- 
choly truths muft ftrike even the molt care . 
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lefs obferver ; that they might be ^voiAeAhy 
negociation^ inflead of being decided by 
arms ; that they arofe not from the jarring 
interefts of the people, but from the ambi^ 
tion and avarice of courts, and, that at the 
end of each war, the fituation of the people 
was always much worfe than at the begin-* 
ning of it* 

The war which preceded the peace of Ryf- 
wick, was undertaken to make France^ ac- 
knowledge King William, and to recover 
Hudfon's Bay. — How was this effefted ? Af- 
ter ten years fighting, (fays Swift)* after the 
lofs of a hundred thoufand men, and a debt 
remaining of twenty millions, we at length 
liftcned to-the terms of peace, which was con- 
cluded with great advantage to the Empire 
and Holland^ but none at all to us. During 
that war, in confequence of large exports of 
corn to the continent, to feed our Dutch and 
German Allies, m England it was double, 
and in Scotland four times its ufual price, 
and in one of thofe years^ in Scotland alone 
eighty thoufand poor people died of want '^ 

♦ Conduft of the Allies. 

t Dalrymplc's Memoirs of Great-Britain aBd Itelaxid^ 

Fart iii^ book A« 
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With refpeft to the firft caufe of the war, 
I cannot hue obferve, that wretched indeed 
mufl be the condition of that country where 
nine miUions of inhabitants mufl: be expo- 
fed to butchery and beggarv, in order to 
procure a title for one man, upon whom, as 
upon a mendicant, they conferred the crown 
of thefe realms, and an immenfe income, as 
alms^ to fupoort it. Irelirii was made an 
Aceldama, a field of blood, fifty thoufand 
brave men were driven into a foreim fer- 
vice* to turn their fwords a^^ainil the bofom 
of their parent co ntry, and forfeited lands^ 
lArhich amounted in vaUie to the enormous 
Xum of three millions three hundred thou- 
jfand founds, were wrefled from the native 
inhabitants, while their innocent pofl;erity 
^were deprived of their inheritances by that 
bitter and cruel relick of feudal tyranny, the 
law of forfeiture, made partakers in the fuf- 
ierings, though th.^y had never been parta- 
kers in the guilt cf their for. fathers. To what 
purpofcs was this i.nmenfe pro3jrty aoplied? 
To lighten the burthen of taxes, or to orofe- 
cute the war ? Far from it. — ^he Countefs 
^f Orkney, the Urumbet of WJliam, alone 

C 
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t-eceived a grant of three and twenty tliou-i 
f and pounds a year,* and the remainder was 
parcelled out among his Dutch minions and 
"parafites, among the Van Keppels, the Naf- 
faus, the Faleyfteins, the Van Bentincks, and 
a countlefs tribe of court panders, whofe bar- 
barous appellations the tongues of Englifli- 
men could with difficulfy pronounce. The 
fpii it with which we engaged in that war, 
fays Bolingbroke, was rafli, prefumptuous 
and ignorant, ill conducted at home, and ill 
feconded abroad* But they who governed 
ijoere glad to engage iis at any rate.f 

Forcible expreflions ! and admirably adap« 
ted to defcribe the conduft of thofe who 
have precipitated us into the prefent mad 
pnd defperatc conteft. 

The blood of the people had fcarcely 
ceafed to flow, when the fliort peace, which, 
in faft, was nothing more than a fuUen paufe 
from arms, was again difturbed upon caufes 
equally futile, and for purpofes equally de* 
ftruftive. James the Second dying at St. 
Germain's, Lewis the Fourteenth, out ot 

♦ Macplierfon*s Hift. oi Great Britain, Vol. I, 
t Letters on the State of Europe • 
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complaifance to his miftrefs, proclaimed his 
font King of England. Our wife anceftors, 
the Whigs of thofe days, of whofe patriotifm, 
as of the patriotifm of the prefent Whigs, 
we hear fo much and feel fo httle, generquf- 
ly mortgaged the revenues of their poftericy 
to fupport the title of the difinterefted Dutch- 
xnan, and the nation again flew to arms. 
Voltairet informs us, that many eminent 
perfons who lived at that period, aflurcd 
him, that we fliould never have embarked 
in the war had it not been for the indignity 
offered to the king. The French monarch 
by the late peace had bound himfelf only, 
not to difturb King William in his pojfe/jion, 
and as for the mere acknowledgment of the 
title, Lewis had as good caufe to complain of 
William, as William had reafon to complain 
of Lewis ; for Wilham had, formerly, been 
crowned King of France, though, ithad never 
been refented by Lewis as a ground of hof- 
tility. Yet here again was a reafon for fpil- 
ling the blood, and draining the treafures, of 
tbofe great nations. I need not be told, that 

t Siecle de I4OU1S ^uatorab* 

C i 
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this war was undertaken, to prevent the Spa^r 
nifh monarchv from oaTinsj into the houie 
of Bonrbon. In the fir ft place, William had, 
by a letter under his own hand, acknow- 
ledge d the Dukeof Anjou, a French prince, 
and ihe gjrandfon of Lewis, to be the lawful 
fovereign of Spain. The Dutch, who were 
then, 'ds they qre now, our very ufeful and 
aflive allies, had alfo recognized his title. 
Yet only fix months had elapfed, (fuch is 
fometimes the faith of c owned heads ! } 
when William formed alliances to dethrone 
ihe very prince, whom he had fo recently ac« 
knowledged, and fupport his competitor 
with the blood of his fubje6ls. What then 
was the pretext for the war ? TO GIVE A 
KING TO ANOTHER PEOPLE. To in- 
terfere in the internal government of another 
country, in order to prevent the people from 
choofing, not only thofe whom they think 
proper to govern them, but alfo in what man- 
Tier the people Jhall be governed^ is a tyran- 
ny as infulting to their feelings, as it is dc- 
ilruflive of their rightfe. The kingdom of 
Spain was to be parcelleci put^ not as the 
Spaniards themfelves fhould think proper, 
but as it fhould fuit the ambition or caprice 
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ef their neighbours. Spain was to be robr 
bed of her territory, and to tffi^ct this fclor 
nioiis partition, did a King of England com? 
bine With an Emperor of Germany, aid other 
contihental defpots. For this did he f ubii* 
dize a King of Sardinia and other petty ty* 
rants, who feed on the blood of the fub ccts, 
whom thev let out for flauo^hter* This war. 
Friends and Citizens, is an awful, but, I ho do, 
not ufelefs example of the inefficacy of for, 
cign force, to fix upon a great and rerpeclab!(j 
people, a King whom they abhor. Tho^igh 
our armies had been twice at Madrid, the ca- 
pital of Spain, as Paris is of France, yet tiis 
temporary fuccefs ferved only more firmly 
to rivet the hatred of the Spaniards for the 
myrmidons who invaded them. *^ Armies,'' 
faid Stanhope, who lived in thofe ti.nes, 
*' may walk about that country tillDjoiiilT 
** day, but they will walk about it without efr 
^ feft." The war terminated, as all fimiiar 
wars, no d<)ubt, will terminate, in an ac* 
knowledgment, on the part of the combined 
powers, of that very government, for which 
the natives had contended, and in the dif- 
comfiture and difsjrace of the invadin:]^ ar- 
mies. But the evil ended not here. On^ 
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hundred and fifty thoufand lives were facru 
Jiced^ and thirty millions of debt were added 
to our burthens. ** We haftily engaged in a 
war/' fays Swift,* " which coft us fixty 
millions, and, after repeated, as well as un^^ 
exp e6led f uccefs in arms, has put us and 
•* our pojlerity in a worfe condition^ not on- 
" ly than any of our allies, but even than 
•' our conquered enemies themfelves/* — ^If 
fuch are the fruits of fuccefs, what muft 
be the confequences of difafter ! 

Soon after the elevation of the houfe of 
Hanover to the throne of England, George 
theFirftpurchafedthe two German duchies 
of Bremen and Verden. This purchafe 
produced a Spanifh war, expofed the coun- 
try to all the horrors of an invafion from 
the brutal ferocity of Charles the Twelfth, 
and the reftlefs machinations of Alberoni ; 
and, even when the black cloud was difpel- 
led, loaded the nation with the expence of 
fending a fquadron, for fix years, into the. 
Baltic. In plain Englifh, the King thought 
proper to purchafe a German eftate with 9 
b^d title, and the people of England were 

^ Coudufl of the Allies* 
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compelled to pay for it. 

The Spanifti war of 1739 was the next 
fcene of blood in which we were involved. 
The objeft of this war was to procure a 
free navigation for Englilh fubjefts in the 
American feas. In the year 1741 we were 
gracioufly favoured with the alliance of 
Auftria, who was fubfidized, as Sardinia i» 
at prefent, to fight her own battles. In con- 
fequence of this meafure, France was ad- 
ded to the number of our enemies. Like 
chivalrous knights, we engaged for the fuc- 
cour of that diftreffed damfel the Emprefs 
Queen of Hungary ; and engaged with fuch 
a fpirit of romantic folly* as to abandon 
the original objea of the war, the encreafe 
and proteftion of our Commerce, to preferve 
the dominions of the Eledor of Hanover, 
and to fix the Imperial crown upon the head 

♦ We are fo declared in our oppofition to French pow- 
« and fo alert in defence of our allies, that they alwayt 
reckon upon our force, as upon their own ; ^ni ^xp^atng 

,0 carry on a "--^ '^^'»"- «/*"'^'« '**"f"" "^^^"f l^"!! 
of accommodation. All the world knows th« the/a5..«* 

v,Uoftlu houjc of commons in the beginning of the fef. 
WKoj <■» J J „i Hnnrarv inflexible in her terms, 
lion made tht Queen ot Hungary mncxiu 
"**"• ^ Hume's Assays, Vol. ». 
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of a pnncefs of the houfe of Auftria. ThtiiS 
the bloodof Britifh fubjeSs was again pour- 
ed out, to obtain the Pragmatic Sanftion, to 
preferve the balance of power, and to en- 
able us to talk that cabalidical jargon, whicb, 
while it affails the ears, neither informs the 
underflanding, nor improves the condition 
of Englifhmen, Balance of power, Fellow 
Citizens, means, nothing more than to ex^^ 
tend the dominions, and encreafe the reven*- , 
ues of kings ; for when did war meliorate 
the fituation of the people? Like the afe 
in the fable between the two armies, they 
are fufFered lo crop the thirties for their 
foe d, and mud not expert an akeration of 
the fyflcm, but a change of mailers. At the 
conclufionof the war, they are transferred 
like cattle, to the viflorious freebooter, and 
fare permitted to graze upon the fcanty pit* 
tance, which the ravages of war have left 
them. 

But the c&ntinent of KuTOipe w^as fiot thfe 
only theatre of human wretchednefs. A ci- 
vil war was excited in the heart of the king- 
dom, of which the flames were extinguiflied 
by copioi;s toi rents of the blood ol Britons^. 
Ihe battle of Culloden, which fixed ttie 
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t Ifiotiie of 'Hanover on the thrdne of Great 
' Britain, wis only a prelude to fcenes ftill 
> inore.bloody and diftrefsful. The Duke o^ 
Cumberland advanced with the army into 
the Highlands, and fent off detachments, on* 
kll hands, to hunt down the fugitives, and 
lay wafte the country with fire and fword* 
The caflles Were plundered, or burned* 
Every houfci huti of habitation > met with 
the fame fate* without diliintliorl- All the 
cattle and provifions were carried off. The 
men were either (hot upon the mountains^ 
like wild beafts, or pat to death in cold 
blood, without form of trial. The women, 
after having leen their hufbands and fathers 
murdered, were fubjefted to brutal violation 
and then turned out naked, with their chil- 
dren, to ftarve ujon the batren heath. The 
minifters of vengeance were fo alert in the 
execution of their office, that, in a fe\V days, 
there was neither houfe, cottage, man nor 
beaft to be feen within the compafs of fift/ 
miles. All was ruin, filence^ and dcfolation 1 
But though the fword of militarv execu- 
tion was glutted with blood, other adors 
were to be introduced in the cataftrophe of 
the piece, to df op the curtain upon the clofe 

D 
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of a tragedy^ which thofe, who in the tfddk 
vf death had Jiain men, had merely begun. 
The fcaffbld reddened with the judicial 
ilaughter of the victims of offended ma- 
jelly ) and the |>alpitating entrails of yout 
fellow treatutes were torn out, and exhibit- 
ed to the eyes of Engliflimen by the hands 
of the hangman, as a terror to dilloyalty. 
Banifhrhenfs> attainders^ Confifcations fol* 
lowed in the rear of corporeal ptmifhments, 
the innocent wefe confounded with the 
guilty, and the cup of calamity was filled up 
to the very brim. Such afe the eflfefts of 
thofe laws which fome men call mild, and 
fuch the bleffings of a contefted fucceffionf 
What then did England gain by this war ? 
The right of Englifli fubjefts to navigate in 
the American feas, without being fubjeft to 
fearch, was not once mentioned in the treaty 
of peace, though the claim was the original 
fource of the differences hetween Great Bri* 
tain and Spain. What did (he lofe ? Much 
blood and treafare ; difgrace upon difgrace } 
an additional load of grievous impofitions ; 
and the national debt accumulated to the! 
enormous fum of eighty millions.* 

* Smoirett's Cont, Hift. Engl, vol, 3* 
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The war which followed began in 1756^ 
A difpute concerning a traft of land on the 
back parts of America, was the fpark which 
Jighted up the flame of contention. The 
charge of encroachment was preferred on 
our part againll the French, and as firmly^ 
retaliated by them., To criminate and re* 
criminate has never beeu the road to recon- 
ciliation; nor was it fo' on thia occafion^ 
Had the parties interefted alone been coa^ 
fulted, a jury of twelve mtn might have 
decided the ^jontefti. But unhappily for 
piankind,, deliberate reafoning has, never 
been the weapon of Kings* They are great 
logicians,^ who reafononly by the ftroke of 
the fab re.. It would be tedious and difgufh- 
ingi Fellow Citizens,, to enter again upon 
an accurate enumeration of all thofe cala- 
mitiea which fucce (lively defolated the four 
quarters of the glab:^, and. which though they 
began on the lakes af Canada, were extend- 
ed to the banks of the Ganges^ In the 
fingle expedition to the Havannah, of the 
fourteen thoufand land forces who aflembledl 
at the beginning of the fiege, only feven 
hundred and fifty were able to do duty upon 

' D 2 
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the reduAion of the citadel.* In Europej^ 
tlie very elements, as if indignant of the 
cruel ravages of man, feemed to qonfpire to 
pur^ifh his wickednefs, A winter, remark-^ 
able for its feverity, fuqceeded the bloody 
campaign of ) 7 59. In Germany, which ha^ 
long been the flaughter-houfe of Europe^ 
the cold was infupportable. Reaumur 3 
thermometer funk to 15. Birds dropped 
dead in their flight. In tnany places the 
centinels were frozen to death. An infec- 
tious difeafe, which began in the armies^ 
difFufed itfelf among the irjhabitants, and 
made a dreadful havock. A peflilential 
contagion r^ged among the cattle. Famine 
was foon added to the reft of their calami- 
ties ; and thus every mifery which can af- 
flift mankind xvas poured out from the viah 
of wrath with th^ moft hberal meafure. 
There was no profpeft of an silleviation of 
their diftreflcs, On the contrary, the fuf- 
ferings of the /^<?//^ only whetted the appe-? 
(ite of Kings for war ; and out of the gene- 
ral want, a refource arofe to their armies, 
>vhich were the n^ore readily recruited, be- 
caufe the fcanty pay and fubfiftence of 4 

* M^ntc's Hiftory of the War, 
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foldier became an objeft of envy to tbe un- 
fortunate peafantry ; and death feenied 
more honorable and lefs certain by the 
fword than by penury and dileafe.* 

War 'then, you perceive, Fello^v Citizens, 
is only a frightful enumeration ofmafficres, 
adaflinations, profcriptions,and devaftation ^ 
and the mild and gentle methods by which 
we in Europe make a hoaft to conduft it, 
are nothing more than an improvement in 
the myftery of murder. I (hall therefore 
haflen to fhut up the fcene, and I do it the 
iKOie willingly as the epithets of brilliant and 
glorious, terms which cafl; a falfe and flat- 
tering lullre round the great fcourges of 
mankind, have been unfparingly applied to 
the war, of which I am fpeaking. We be- 
gan a difpute about a few watte traces of land 
in a diflant part of the world, and we con- 
cluded it, by lofing the lives of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand of our fellow creatures, 
and incurring an additional debt of fifty mil- 
lions. 

We next come to that eventful war which 
feparated the continent of America from 
Great Britain, and convuHed every part of 

♦ Annual Regifter, 
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the empire ta its deepcft foundatiansv A^ 
U ar, indeed, is calamitous,, bwat the Americaa 
w^r was marked with circuoiftances of hor-* 
ror peciihararid diftmguifhing.. During the 
three firll years ot that rJefariousa.nd execra- 
ble war, nothing was offered to America^ 
but Slavery or Death- UnconditioTial 
fulmiffion was the .language openly avowed 
by the Minifters o) the Crown ; and the 
mindsof the raoft moderate were inflajnedt 
by claims .A ledflative authority,, at pncede^ 
tellable for the ir tyranny, and contemptible 
foi thdr wraknefs* A right to bind the Amc-»^ 
ricans, in all cafes whatever^ was affcrtedby^ 
Parliament, in which they had not afingle- 
reprefentativct I h^ve cz^Ued it con^tempti-^ 
ble for us weaknefs; for, intruth* it refem* 
bled the unmeaning rhodomantadc of am- 
baffadors, who ftile their ma^fters Kings. oC 
France or Jerufalern ; ^nd, as thefc tides da 
not fecure a foot of land, fo the declaratory 
aft did not fecure an atom of atuthority. It 
was a barren yew which caft a noxious (bado^ 
over that fair portion of the globe. 

To accomplilh thefe objeds, however, 
the trade of death was again commenced^ 
For three years viftory hung in fufpenfe, 
and the Bntilh army, during that period. 
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liltefnately poffvITod and abandoned Bofton, 
Kew York, Philadelphia ; as in France, we 
Ihave feen the Duke of Brunfmck takin;^ 
their fortified towns, and foon after excel- 
led from them with ignominy and defeati 
^he mercenary circles of Germany were 
ranfacked to dragoon America into iincon-' 
ditional fubniiffion ; domeftic infurrcclions 
Were excited among flaves, whofe price of 
freedom was the murder of their mafters j 
^nd even the niefcilefs Indian favas:es Wero 
brought down upon their defencelefs fron- 
tiers, whofe known rule of warfare is an un-* 
diftinguifhing maffacre of all ages, fexes and 
Conditions. Wherever thefe barbarians 
marched their route was marked with blood. 
The deftruttion of the fine, new, and flou- 
rifhing fettlementof Wyoming, forms a pro- 
truding -feature in this groupe of horrors, 
and therefore merits a particular detail. 1 he 
diflri6t confided of eight tovvnfhips, each 
containing a fquare of five miles, beautifully 
fituated on both fides of the Sulquehannah, 
It was blell with a climate bland as the dews 
of heaven, ?iU(i a foil luxuriantly fertile. 

In this Eden of the new world, where eve- 
ry man pofifefled in abundance, which was 
the fruit of moderate labour and fnduflrv ; 
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where no tnari was very rich, nor ve^jf 
great ; the inhabitants exhibited fuch a pic-' 
ture of primeval happinefs as has feldom 
been equalled ; and fuch, indeed^ as huma- 
nity^ in its prefent flate^ feems fcarcely ca- 
pable of exceeding* 

But neither the happinefs of the climate^ 
the fertility of the foil, nor the remotenefs 
of the fituation, could preferve the tranquil- 
lity of that happy fpot* The demon of dif* 
cord blew his horn among their habitations j 
and the fettlers, who were denominated the 
friends of government^ holding a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the Indians, ftung the bo* 
fom of that confidence on which they were 
unfufpeftingly fuflfered to repofe^ a-nd can- 
celled every law of nature and humanity^ 

The mafk was foon thrown off. They now 
appeared openly in arms ; and while they 
aflfumed the drefs, they adopted the praftices 
of the favages* Having maflacred the men 
ftationed to defend one fort, which guarded 
the diftrift, they proceeded to the next ; and 
to cheer the drooping fpirits of the weak 
remaining garrifon, fent. in, for their conr 
templation, the bloody fcalps of two hun- 
dred of their late relations, friends, and com- 
rades. Colonel Dennifon, the commander 
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of the fort, feeing the impoflibility of any 
efFeftual defence, went with a flag to Butler, 
the General of the combined army of fava- 
ges and/riends of Goverv?lnent^ to know what 
terms he would grant on a furrender ; to 
this application of weaknefs and mifery^ 
Butler, with all the phlegm of a real favage, 
abruptly anfwered^ *' the hatchet/* In thefe 
dreadful circumftances^ the unfortunate 
Governor having defended his fort, until 
moft of the garrifon were killed or difabled, 
was at length compelled to furrender at dif- . 
cretion* Some of the unhappy perfons in 
the fort were carried away alive ; but the 
barbarous conquerors, to fave the trouble 
of murder in detail, (hut up the greater part 
promifcuoufly in the houfes and barracks^ 
which having fet on fire, they enjoyed the 
favage pleafure oiF beholding the whole con- 
fumed in one general blaze. 

They then proceeded to the only remain- 
ing fort, called Wilkefborough, which, in 
hopes of obtaining mercy, was furrendered 
without' refinance, or without even de- 
manding any conditions. Here che tragedy 
was renewed with aggravated horrors* In 
this fortrefs were Ihut up the militia of the 
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diftrifl:. With thefe, as obje£i;s of particukf 
enmity, the flaughter was begun ; and they 
Vere butchered with every poffible circum* 
ftance of the moft deliberate and wanton 
x:ruelty. The remainder of the men, with 
the women and children, not demanding fo 
touch particular attentionj were (hut up as 
before, in the houfes, which being fet on 
fire, they periflied altogether in the flames» 
A general fcene of devaftation was now 
fpread through all the townlhips. Fire, 
fword, and the other inftruments of deftruc- 
tion alternately trium phed. The corn fields 
were fet on fire, and the ftanding corn, now 
almoft ready for the fickle, burnt as it grew. 
The houfes^ furniture, valuables of every 
kind, together with all thofe improvements 
which owed their rife to the perfevering 
toil, and patient induftry of man, were as 
completely deftroyed as their nature, or 
the aQivity of the fpoilers would admit.— 
It has been often obferved, tellow Citizens^ 
that the praftice and habit of cruelty, with 
refpefl; to any particular objefl, begets a 
facility in its execution, and a difpofition to 
its commiffion with regard to all others* 
Thus thefe mcrcilefs ravagers, when the 
main objeds of their cruelty were exhauft- 
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cd, feemed to direft their animolity to eve- 
ry part of living nature; and, as if it were 
9, relaxation or amufement, cut out the 
tongues of the horfes and cattle, leaving 
them ftill alive only to prolong their agonies^ 
Modes of inventive cruelty were alfo a^ 
dopted, which muft alternately freeze every 
breaft with horror, and melt it with compaC? 
fion. A captain B.edlock, who had been ta* 
ken prifoner,. being ftript naked, had his bo* 
dy ftuck full of thafh pine fplinters, and 
then a heap of knots of the fame wood be- 
ing ftuck round him^, thcvvhole wasfet on 
fire, and his two companions,, the captains 
Ranfon, and Durgee,. thrown alive into the 
flames* The friends, of Governments, who 
had, at different times, abandoned the fet- 
tlcmeixt in order to join in thjefe favage expe- 
ditions, were the n;oft diftinguiflipd for their 
cruelty. Among thefe, one, whofe mother 
had married a fecond bulb^nd, butchered 
with his own hands, both her,, his. fq.ther-in,* 
law, his own lifters, and their mfant children 
Another, who, duiinghis abfenyce, had fent 
home feveral threats againft the life of hi& 
father, now, not only realized them in per- 
ion, but was himfelf, with his own hands, 

E a 
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the exterminator of his whole family ; mo» 
thcr, brothers and fifters, mingled their blood 
in one common carnage with that of th© 
ancient hufband and father. The Indians^ 
whofe third of blood was rather whetted 
than fatiated, continued to purfue the fugi- 
tives (confining moftly of women and chiK 
dren), the miferable relics of thofe who had 
fallen in their habitations. Deftrudion was 
ev^ry where let loofe upon them, and met 
the hunted viftims at every turn. Shiver^^ 
ing with cold, appalled with fear, and fur* 
rounded with the (hades of night, they wan-» 
dered in the fbrefts, as chance direfted them, 
without guide, and without communication^ 
Several women were delivered alone in the 
woo^s, at a gjreat diftance from every pof- 
fibility of relief. The thread of infant life 
was no Iboner fpun than it was cut fhortj 
while many of the tender and feeble fex, un- 
able to fuftain the complicated ills of pain, 
cold, and difeafe, periflied ^. 

Humanity would induce us to throw a 
veil over fights fo hideous and deformed, 
did not a fenle of duty, with a view to pre- 
vent their repetition, inftigate us to afford a 
faithful recital of enormities which degrade 

* Annual Rcgifter, 
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human nature beneath the beafts that perilh ! 

The defeat and capture qF Burgoynes 
army, however, gave a new turn to affairs. 
It infpired the leaders in America with con- 
fidence ; and the faces which appeared in 
the new Congrefs, caufed the countenance 
of the court to droop. Foreign aUiances 
were now formed, while the flate-houfe of 
independent Philadelphia opened its doors 
to the embaflador of France. Spain and 
Holland foon after acceded to jfcje confede- 
racy, and the calamities of war wgiq multi- 
plied in every quarter. 

The people of Britain were, at length, 
llunned with their fenfes by the heavy 
blows ofnational calamity. An embaffy of 
perfons, fome of whom had held the haugaty 
language of unconditional fubmiilioa, were 
fcnt, at an immenfe expence, aerofs the At* 
lantic, to lay the boaited honour, dignity, 
»nd fupremacy of th4 Britifh parliament, at 
the feet of that very vagrant Congrefs, whom 
the wretched hirelings of an abandoned Ad- 
jninifti ation, ha4 once loaded with every 
term of abufe ; in the fame manner as the 
pcnfioned fcribblers of the prefent day, ca- 
lumniate that hand of inflexi ble patriots, the 
Conveiition of France. As force had prov^ed 
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inofFeftual^ corruption, thit hacknied engine 
of Cwirts, was now retorted to as an expe-c 
dient 5 but the fame republican virtue which 
had bravely refifted the arms of England,^ 
rcfufed to be bribed by her gold. 

The Americans had tafted the fweets of 
independence, and refufed ta accept that 
freedom as a boon, which they had firmly 
eftablilhed as a right,, Grown fiirious, with 
difappointnient, the Commiffioneirs, now 
threatendd^^the extren*es of war (which^, 
as we havefeen, had been fubftantially prac« 
tifed), and to eftablifh perpetual defblation 
in a country, which we had neither the wif-. 
dom to retain, nor the power to fubdue. 
This menace produced no other effect,. than 
the indignation of thofe againft whom it 
was direded, and more aftive exertions ta 
repel hoftilities, which were now imbittered 
by the rage of difappointment ; while the 
baffled milTionaries of an intriguing junto,, 
covered with difgrace, were compelled to 
abandon the nefarious projeft of corrupting 
a people who had bravely refolved to be 
free and independent. 

After a fucceflion of four years of Woody 
andwafteful defeats, or ufelefs viftories* 
Great Britain was forced to grant to the arms 
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^f America what flie had haughtily refufed 
to her prayers. Their independence was 
formally, though reluftantly, acknowledged, 
the object of the war abandoned^ and peace 
reftored, to a diftrafted people, though with 
the lofs of two hundred thoufand lives, and 
with an increafe of the national debt to the 
gigantic fum of two hundred and f evenly- 
nine millions fix hundred and ninety-height 
thoufand pounds ! 

An sera of quiet and happinefs now fuc- 
ceeded, tbefe fcenes of defolation. If even 
the fruits of viftory are bitter and afHifting, 
how much was it to be expefted, that Eng- 
land would have learned wifdom by difgrace 
and defeat, and that pacific councils would 
have diftinguilhed the clofe of a reign, which 
had hitherto been clouded by domeftic dif- 
traftions, and ruinous war. But the repofe 
.of Europe was now to be difturbed by an 
event as extraordinary, as it was unexpecV 
cd» France, who, for many centuries, had" 
groaned under rigorous and unremitting ty- 
ranny, was about to break her chains on the 
heads of her oppreflbrs, and to exhibit an 
awful and magnificent fcene to an aftonifhed 
world. A feries of brilliant and importawit 
events, which followed each other in rapid 
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fucceflion,andwhichemancipated that colifl'* 
try from the feudal tyranny of the nobleS, 
and the fupercilious impofture of the prieft* 
hood, are too frefh in the minds 6f all men^ 
to ftand in need of repetition. 

France ftarted from the dead repofel of deP» 
potifm, hke another Lazarus from the tomb, 
and glowed with animated life, and itivigo* 
rating freedom* It was then that the head 
of vermin courtiers, who had long abufed 
the creduHty^and rioted upon the fpoils of 
the people, no longer able to burrow them* 
felves under the throne, fled difmayed from 
that juftice which they had long, with im* 
punity, been permitted to violate. A ccwl- 
flitution was now formed, compofed indeed 
of difcordant materials, but which Jeemed^ 
calculated to guard the rights of the people 
from future encroachments of the Crown: 
But men accu Homed to boundlefs and un- 
controlled fway, are not eafily brought to 

' regulate their conduft by the limple rules 
of reafon and of juftice* At rio long period 
from his acceptance of the conftitution, the 
King of the JFrench, attended by his whole 

. family, niade an effort to efcape, and to join 
thofe abandoned parricides, who had filled 
all Europe with their calumnies and la* 
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tofentations, and whofe wily intrigues were 
at that very period exciting Foreign powi* 
crs to embrue their hands iri the blood of 
their native country. He left behind, indeed^ 
& juftifying memorial ftating^that the engage- 
ments into which he had recently entered 
with his people^ as they iiad been extorted 
by compulfion, could have neither the force, 
nor the obligation of a law, and fcrupled not 
toaVow (perfidious impofter !) that he fliould 
deem himfelf juflified in violating that con- 
Aitution^ which, in the face of heaven and 
earth, he had fworn to preferve. 
. By the vigilance and fidelity of the peo«» 
jple, the projeft proved abortive. He waS 
arrefted in his flight, and brought back to 
his capital, efcorted by the people^ Whofe 
ill-placed" affeftion for their monarch, re- 
'fppefled that indignation which his detected 
duplicity might juftly have excited. Upon 
his entry into Paris not a fmgle reproach 
was hurled, not a fingle murmur was breath- 
ed from the lips of the fpedators. What 
punilhment. Fellow Citizens, do you think 
tyas inflifted upon him for this breach of 
good faith, of which the objeft was to anni- 
hilate the liberties of his country ? None* 
He was conduced to his palace, re-invetted 

F 
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with the Authority which he had (hameFully 
abandoned, arid enablt d to fupport the dig^* 
iiity of a King, by the liberal donation from 
liis abufed people, of a yearly income of one 
million two hundred and fifty thoufand 
po nds. If the mind of Lewis had been 
fufceptible of virtue, a tondufl fo generous, 
on the part of his people, and fo unmerited 
on his own, Would have rivetted him for 
ever to the real intefe fts of France* But the 
foil was too barren tb admit of culture. 

Confidence among men is of a nature fo 
delicate, that when onte it is violated, it is 
leldom rellored ; nor Was the conduft of 
Lewis calculated to fega^n it* Part of that 
income, which the pooreft peafant contri- 
buted to pay, was fquandered inadminifteiV 
ing to the lazy pomp and deflrufti^(§^Dro- 
jefts of thofe exiled brothers, who wei^nii 
Opehly in arms againfl his own fubjedis ; 
and, whofe wafteful prodigalities had impo- 
verifhed the revenues, while their piofli- 
gate viceiS had corrupted the moials of their 
country. Lewis was detefted in a fecret 
and treafonable correfpondence with the 
avowed enemies of the French nation, . But 
there is a limit to credulity as well as to op- 
prefflon. The people of the capital, joined 
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hy numbers from the provinces rouzed bjf 
ft fenfe of their reiterated wrongs, rofe as in 
one mafs, and flew- ta arms« The events 
which diftinguifhed the tenth of Auguftare 
too well known to* require a recital. The 
King fled trembling for proteftion into the 
arms, of that aflembly, wlufe ruin he had 
plotted, and whofeconfidenc:? he had aba- 
led.. The te mplc of ro yaj ty was no w e xpla • 
xed, and the idol, before which France had 
fervilely bowed down^ was broken inta 
pieces*. The ever- memorable decree: of the 
twenty firfl: of September, completed the 
^work which the tentKof A iguft had begun. 
The abolition of Royalty wa^, on that day^ 
pronounced by the unjiuimons voice of the 
Repr6fentati ves. of the French aation, the fa- 
bric ot tyranny was overthrown from its 
foundations, and the Genius, ot. Freed oiu 
ilood triumphant on its ruins. , 

The Court of England, which have hithei^ 
to kept a haughty referve,. and even a fuUen 
filence„ with refped tathe affairs of france^ 
sow bega^n to difclofe its temper and difpo- 
CtJQn*, Her embaflkdor at Paris prefented 
ft menxorial, in which the French, were threat* 
ened, With the J^ively refentmentof hisroy^ 
al mailer, in cafe the facred perfon of the 
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prejured Lewis (hould be made refponflble 
for crimes which he had eit Wer meditated off 
committed An inf lent an 1 imperious man^ 
date was ifTued to a free and ref peftable natii 
on, 10 ftop ih. p ogrefs of Jufticc, and give 
impunity to crimes Inferior traitors might 
perifh unheeded, but the great ftatq crimi<« 
nal, whofe guilt was enhanced by every atn 
gument which was urged for his vindicati- 
on, was declared not amen ible tq any earths 
ly judicature. France, however^ dif Jained 
to fubmit to the didates of any foreigQ 
crowned head ; and firmly refolved, th^t a& 
Lewis was refponfible only ta Gad fw his 
condud,if the proofs ofhis guilt (hould bQ 
folidly eftabliihedj, to fend him to that tribu- 
nal to which alone he could s^ppeal. He 
was arraigned at the bar of the Reprefenta* 
tivesbfthe nation, and, upon fuU and une^ 
quivocal evidence, was convifted of having; 
kept foreign troops in his pay, which a de•^ 
cree of the AfTembly had formerly difb^nd^ 
ed, and of having tranf milled large fums of 
the public money to pay the forces of hisi 
brothers, who were in ^rms againft their 
country. This conviftion only took place 
after a long and patient inveftigation of thefe 
charges, which he was enabled to repel by 
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the aid of counfel, dillinguilhed for their 
eloquence, their mtegrity, and acutenefs, 
By a folemn decree of the Convention he 
Tvas pronounced GUILTY OF HAVING 
ATTEMPTED TO SUBVERT THE LI. 
BERTIES OF IHE PEOPLE, and ad- 
judged to » public and exemplary death. 
The fentence was executed with th^ deep- 
^ft formahty, and an inftruftive IcflToa was 
conveyed to the tyrants of the earth, by an 
event the moft awful, that ever was exhibit, 

ed on the blood ftained theatre of human 
actions. 

By the de-Jtth of Lewis, a pretext, which 
had been long and eagerly fought, was fur-r 
nifhed to the Court of Londcm to commence 
hoftilities againft France. The ellabliflj rtient; 
of a government erected on the broad bafis 
of freedoni aftd dn equality of rights, could 
not fail to appal the troubling and guilty 
heart of a miqifter, whole fole object of rule, 
had be^^n the aggrandizement of his con- 
neftions, and the gratification of his anibi^ 
tion, and whofe narraw and jugghng fyftem 
had been uniformly fupported by the fee- 
ble props of yearl\?' expedients and daily 
tricks, by the wideft diflFufion of the princi- 
ples of corruption, by a dark, intricate, and 
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wicked rayftery of ftock-jobbing.. Had hqt 
been fincere in his attempts to fave the lifa 
of Lewis, his condu6t would have been, pre- 
cifelv the reverfe of what it waj He would 
have trampled upon the rules of diplomatic- 
formality, when they militated, wi:h the 
principles of pohcy and of juftice,. and, inr 
flead of lecalling his embaffador at the cfi* 
fisof Capet's fa e, would have enlarged hig. 
powers, and multiplied his inftruftions* 

Had his vanity permitted him, to have 
fought ia precedent,, a juflification of hi$ 
condu61, he would have eafily found, m the 
hiftory of his own country, the obje6t of 
his refearch. Upcm the condi^nmation of 
Charles Stuarr, King of Eugland, Gardinajl 
Mazarine, minifter oi France, and the StatesL 
of Holland, gave inftruflions to thpir embaflt 
ador in London, to exert their efforts to fave 
the life of that monarch. They held not 
the haughty language of irritation^ which 
muft have inevitably tended to haften his 
fate; although the high court of juftice, 
which condemned Charles, had been parti- 
ally fele6ted, while the Convention who tried 
Lewis, were compo'ed of men delegated by 
the united voice of all France, The perfeQ; 
acquiefcence of the people in the decifion 
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tif tlifeif reprefentatives gave to it the autho- 
ritative (lamp of popular approbation. Hu* 
mane men, therefore who v^^iftied to fave 
Ibe life of Lewis, (huddered at the conduft 
of the minifter of England, which was fo 
evidently deftruftive of its avow^^d purpofe ; 
wife men faw, wiihaj ift contempt, through' 
the flimijr veil Which was ipread over his 
iritentions, and bold men fcrupled not to 
predift and to affirm, that an affe6led fym^- 
pathy for the dead would be ufed as a pre- 
text to flied the blood of the living. 

The arguments urged by the zealots of 
defpotifm, are fuch as, if well founded, muft 
lay the liberties of mankind for ever in the 
duft. Iftreafbn againil the conftitution, ac- 
cording to the opinion of Lord Somers, be 
the firft fpecies of that crime, the guilt of 
Lewis is gn ater than the guilt of the mere 
affaffin of a king, in the fame proportion, as 
the welfare of a whole people is an object of 
more regard, than the life of an individual. 
In France, power without refponfibility was 
deemed a monfler in the moral world. The 
inflitution r)f a kmg is plainly conditional. 
He may forfeit his right to allegiance, as un- 
deniable and effedually, as the fubjeft may 
forfeit is right to protedion. Thefe argu- 



4© A conVeKtIoU tHA 

merits then, can in no cafe be admitted hf 
the difciples of teafon, of the fons of free- 
dom; and in the cafe of Lev^is, in particu- 
lar, had a dirett tendency, to juftify perfidy 
to fan6lify perjury, to remove the facred 
boundaries of right and wit)ng, to call good 
evil, and evil good. 

As no war is juftifiable bat that which ii 
undertaken on a principle offelf-defencCj 
the advocates for the prefent war, reft their 
caufe upon the previous declaration on the 
part of France. Let us now calmly exa* 
mine the grounds of this complaint, and wfi 
truft that w6 fliali prove, that the motive 
which has aduated the conduft of the Efl-^ 
glifh miniftry is neither injuries received^ 
nor rights invaded, but a fpirit ofdepredati- 
on orrthe commerce of France, which invi* 
ted the hand of rapine, bs it was fuppofed to 
be unproteded ; that the motive which has 
actuated the conduft of our allies, is a fpirit 
of conqueft, and barefaced ufiifpation, and 
that the motive which hasra6^uated the cotf 
du£l of all parties is ah eagernefo to interfere 
in the internal government of France, which 
ftrikes at the root of her independence as a 
nation^ 

The condensation of Pitt may foe reduced 
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16 the proof of two (iraple, and almofl; felf- 
evident propofitions — 

Firft, that a profound, permanent, and 
fincere peace fiibfifted between the two na- 
tions, when France thought proper to change 
the form and fyflem of her government. — - 
Second, that the ho/tile mind exifting in the 
executive government of a nation, manife li- 
ed by fafl;s too notorious to be denied, and 
too clear to be mifunderflood, conftitutes 
an inflation of the peace ; and being there- 
fore an aft of aggreflion, juftifies not only 
the declaration of war, but the hoflilities of 
the power on whom it was committed. 

Thefe truths are inconteftible, and muft: 
be acknowledged by every unprejudiced 
and difinterelled man. Until the fufpen. 
lioh of the king from the fun6lions of royal- 
ty^, which happened on the ibth oi Auguft, 
England profefled towards France, a pacific 
difpofition, and was prodigal of her ifi^ 
ranees of a ftri£l neutrality, if not of a fin^^^ 
cere friendlhip. Herembaflador was then re^ 
called, upon the futile "pretext, that his cre- 
dentials were limply to repair to the King 
of the French* 

Had Pitt been as fincere in his intentions 
ais he was loud in his declarations of orefer- 

G 
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ving peaice, new Credentials might have 
been iflTued, and a good underllanding 
mi^ht ftill have fubfifted between the two 
countries. But the proceedings of the Bri- 
tilh cabinet were a tiffue of contradiftions. 
Duhdas^ the Secretary of State,, declared, 
'that it was not the intention of his court to 
interfere in the internal government of 
France, while the recall of Lord Gowcr, at 
that very period, which was a ftrong, though 
tacit difapprobation of her government, gave 
the lie to his aflertion. At that moment, the 
minifler concealed a fecret war, under the ap- 
pearance of peace } and eagerly feized the hour 
of public diftraflion toinflift upon France the 
wound of hoflility, to a greater depth, and 
with fuller fecurity. France, on the other 
band, fought to preferve the friendfhip of a 
nation, whom (he could refpeft without fear- 
ing; and to maintain peace, though fhe 
dreaded not. war. Had a fimilar fpirit in. 
fluenced the councils of Pitt, the public re- 
pofe would not now have been difturbed ; 
for, it is furelyhis duty to prove not only 
injuries received, but redrefs demanded 
and refufed* Profeflions of moderation are 
frequently the cover of a bou^ndlefs ambiti- 
on ; and it is from the adions of minifters 
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alone, that underftanding and difinterefted 
men will ultimately decide upon the motives 
of their condu^l^ and the fentimerits of their 
hearts. 

But the government of France had given 
fhe mbft unequivocal prcx^f of her pacific 
difpofition. Her enmity to furrounding na- 
tions was buried in the fcpalchre of 'monar- 
chy. Peace was interwoven, in the very 
texture of her con ftitution. She had profcri- 
bed all war of offence by an exprefs decla- 
ration ; and though it may be faid, that no 
civilized nation ever yet avowed itfelf the 
aggreffor in war, yet fuch a declaration on 
the part of the government, muft be con- 
fidered as the harbinger of peace, as it tends 
to render offenfive wars odious to the peo- 
ple, and to infufe, into cheir minds, a moral 
principle for the regulation of their condu6l. 

Upon tlie refurreftion of peace among the 
nations of the earth, France was the firll to 
throw away her (hroud. Js it not, therefore. 
Fellow Citizens, a fa^ as Angular as it is 
melancholy, that the only nation within the 
great circle of the globe, which has had the 
boldnefs to denounce all war, except fuch as 
is uadertaken on a principle of prefervation, 
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fhould fee arrayed for her deftruftion, thofe 
bands of mercenaries, the {landing armies 
of Europe, and fhould be branded as the 
fyftematic difturber of that repofe, to which 
it had repeated the moll Hvely and folemn 
aflfurances* Of fuch a conduft what fhall 
we think, but that courts have an intereft 
in deceiving the people, whom they pretend 
to inflruft, that open injuflicc cannqt even 
be fpared the reproaches of perfidy and dif- 
iiniulation, and that they attribute thofe mo- 
ti ves to the afticns of others, which they are 
confcious, have fo powerfully infl[uence(l 
their awn. 

. But though France had been deaf to the' 
claims of juftice, it is not probable, thataf- 
failed as fhe was by the arms of the two 
mofl warlike nations on the continent, and 
by an envenomed faQionin her own bofom 
fhe would wantonly have encreafed the 
number of her enemies, by violence and 
aggreflion. On this occafion, a regard for 
her very exiftence was a warrant for 
her moderation ; nor could fhe have viola^ 
ted the principles which flie profefTed, with- 
out being mad even pafl the cure oiF hellc 
bore, and felf-de voted deflruftion. 
The declaration of war on the part o 
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France, has been frequently mentioned, by 
the friends of the minifter> as a ground of 
his juftification. But thefe ceremonies, it 
has been well obferved, are merely the he- 
ralds, which announce the terrible exchange 
of peace for war, and are only the meafures 
that nations have reciprocally agreed on 
to avoid treachery and furprife. France, as 
unwilhng to f uftain injuftice, as (he was in* 
difpofed to do it, exhibited, by this a6^, an 
inftance of her fincerity, as well as of her 
firmnefs ; and though (he was not the firfl; 
to ftrike, would not be the laft to fuffer. 

But France, it has been aflcrted, by her 
decree of the 19th of November attempted 
to ereft the ftandard of revolt \n every coun- 
try throughout Europe; and that by their 
invafion of Holland, and her correfpondence 
with certain focie ties in England, (he openly 
executed what her decree had formerly a« 
vowed. If the opening of the Scheldt, at 
the exprefs requell of the inhabitants of the 
Low Countries, through whofe territories it 
flows, as the Thames does through yours; 
if that meafure, I fay, be con ft rued as a 
breach of treaty, it Ihould alfo be recoUed- 
ed, that treaties, extorted by force and a 
baneful fpirit of monopoly, are deficient in 
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that principle, which alone can render them 
facred and binding ; and that when the fame 
meafure was adopted by the Emperor in 
the year 1785, England did not manife ft the 
flighteft intention to prevent its taking place : 
a contradiction, which cannofbe reconciled 
at the bar of reafon, unlefs we fuppofe (a 
fuppofition which the melancholy fate of di- 
vided Poland, fufSciently juftifies) that the 
generous interference of free ftates to dif- 
penfe the bleffings which they enjoy, exqite 
and juftifies the interference of crowned 
heads; while the infolent and rapacious 
ambition of defpots may feize the dominions 
of a defencelefs neighbour, and commit, 
with impunity, anaft of* injuftice, which 
(hall be fecretly connived at, if not openly 
Supported by every Court in Europe. 

But Holland fought not the interference 
of England, and, if we may judge from the 
conduft which flie held, was rather willing 
to compromife the difpute by negociation, 
than to decide it by ^^arms ; and. England 
hcrfelf can, with ill grace, complain of the 
condu£l of France, fmce, in the year 1786, 
ihe united her arms with the defpotic power 
of Pruffia, and, with a fliameful effrontery, 
interfered in the domgftic diftraflion of 
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Holland, to effeft the tyranny of the Stadt- 
holder upon the ruins of the freedom, and 
in oppofition to the wilhes, of the people. 

The addrefles of certain free locieties in 
England, to congratulate France on the efta- 
blilhment of her liberties, have been ano- 
ther pretext for this war of the minifter. 
But if the voiceof reafon be (ufFered to pre* 
vail over the fears of def poti fm (too fucceff- 
fully employed in exciting thofe dangers 
which (he affefts to dreadj, humanity mull 
rejoice at every proceeding, which, by pro* 
ducing an extinftion of national antipathies, 
'fvill eftablifti peace on earthy and good will to* 
"wards all men. It is rather remarkable, that 
England fhould have made thefe addrefles 
a ground of complaint, when the Court of 
St. James's, fince the beginning of the Re- 
volution, and the deftruftion of the Baftile, 
had been the open afylum of thofe traitors 
and emigrants, whom France had expelled 
from her bofom as the didurbers of her re- 
pofe* 

The defpotic c ourt of Verfailles had long 
been confidered as the arfenal, from which 
ilFued thole thunders which difturbed the 
peace, and opprefled the liberties of Europ 
and this baneful fy ftem had been attributed 
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by out minifters, to the nature of her'govern^ 
aient. Strange theh mull it appear to you, 
my Cauntrymen, that as foon as defpotifm 

^ W'asextingtjiCbedin France, and \X\z accurfei 
thing removed 'from the camp, England 
fhould have fh owed an alacrity to adopt a 
fyftem, which for more* tjian a century, ihe 
had loudly condemned, anet.which France 
had renounced in the eyes of Mall Europe. 
But the period, we truft, is haftily approach'* 
ing, when the fpell of political enchari|nfient 
will be difTolved, when mankind, no loh<fer 
blinded by prejudice of paffion, will ceaf^ 
to be the viftims of bloody projectors, . wiir 
regard the intereft of their neighbour as in- 
feparable from their own, and will clalp 
within the circle of univerfal benevolence, 
the brotherhood of the human race. 

If England really enjoys the freedom of 
which ftie boalls fhe has nothing to dread 
from the addrefles of foe ie ties to nations 
who, like France, are flruggling to be free ; 
but fhould rather encourage that freedom of 
difcuffion which muft cheriQi at home the 

facred Jlame, and llrengthen the fundamen- 
tal principle of her government, 
. I fliall now fay a few words. Fellow Citi* 
^tm ; firft, upou the jiiftice of the war, and 
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theobjefl; which itpurfues, and afterwards 
upon its policy and probability of fuccefs. 

The conquell of France has been former* 
ly difavowedby Pitt, and though little depen- 
dence is to be placed upon the lying lips of 
that miferable Quixote, whofe whole life 
has been one uniform feries of projects wick- 
edly planned and weakly executed,* of af- 
fertions pompoufly made and ignominioufly 
retraced, of reforms fadioufly propofec^and 
treacheroufly abandoned ; though the poli- 
tical mountebank has fo often (hifted the 
ground of his ftage, until, at laft, he has jpo 
ground to ftand upon, yet f uch is the evident 
impraclicability of conqueft, that I fhall not 
attribute even to Pitt himfelf, what the moon- 
flruck knight of Cervantes, in the madden- 
ing hour of imaginary conqueft, would 
fcarccly have projefted. But, if it is not a 
war of conqueft, it is at leaft a war of parti- 
tion ; and, in conjunJiion with the defpots 
of the continent, we are attempting to dif- 
member France, and are a6ling, towards that 

* Witnefs his Nootka Sound negociation, concerning '■ 
cat- (kins, which coft the people thiee millions of money, 
and his intended war againil the Emprefs of RufBa, whofe 
hufband died dijuddcn death, but wtio is now our good 

alfy, 
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Republic, the very part, which, with hyp6* 
Critical jrrimace, we deprecate as to Polandf^ 
I call npoii Pit, as he fhall aafwer upon that 
black and bitter day of retribution, which is 
now hovering over his guilty head ; — I call 
upon him, in the name of the people of En- 
gland, whofe blood he is fhedding, whofe 
treafures he is kvifhing, to know whether 
Frederick Duke of York, the comniiander in 
chief of the Britifh forces, did not take pof- 
feflion of Valenciennes in the name of the 
Emperor of Germany ; and, if the troops of 
that defpot afe not now in pofTeffion of that 
fbrtrefs ?— -I call up6nhim to smfwer, whether 
our good allies, the Auftriaris are not alfo in 
pofTeffion of Conde and Quefnoy, two towns 
which like wife belong to the Republic 
of France, and which have been delivered 
up to thofe mercenaries without the fmall- 
'eft ftipiilation on our part, that when peace 
*arrives,they fltall be reftored to the fon of 
the unfortunate Capet ; whof6 iiitsrefts Pitt 
afFefts t6-cherifh, and Ivhofe fate he hypo- 
critically bewails, while he is marking out 
*his perfon as an objefct of vengeance to the 
Vhole French nation, by the adoption o£ 
ineafures, which, as the eloquent Sheridan 
^s well cxprefled it, are whettiiig the axe 
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which hangs over the head of that unfortu- 
nate iiifant. I, call upon him to anfvver to, 
the people of England, whofe ill placed con-. 
fidence once railed him to that Itation, which 
he has too long filled and diflionouied, 
whether the town of Dunkirk was not fum-- 

m 

monedby the Duke of York, not for. Lewis, 
the Seventeenth, but for his father, George 
the Third, King of England* The avow- d 
pbjeci of the war has been long fince accom- 
pliQi d ; thc.expulfioii of the French irora. 
flpUand and Brabant, and the happy, mo- 
ment of concluding apeace, has palled away* 
The minifter of Ensrland now avows, as we 
have lately feen by an article of our treaty 
with the King of Prulfid, that we are fight- 
ing to.impofc a government upon France. 
Of what nature, I would alk you. Fellow 
Citizens, do. you think iS: the government 
propofed ? Not a, free government, not, even 
that incongruous, conilitution of 1789, in 
which a partial reprefentation of the peo- 
ple was joined with an hereditary monarch 
endowed with an income ib immenfe, as to 
be able, by injluencing, or, in other words, 
by bribing the deputies, (a cuftom not al- 
together peculiar to France) to defeat the 

Ha 
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great end of reprefentative government. 

Now mark, with attention, the contradict 
tions which have taken place. The prince 
of Saxe Cobourg, upon the reduflion of 
Conde, pubh{hes a proclamation, in which 
he offers to France, the conftitution of 1 789. 
A congrefs compofed of the reprefeptatives 
of all the combined powers who were thei; 
fitting at Antwerp, recall his declaration, 
cancel his word, and declare that he had 
exceeded the limits of his authority. The 
Duke of York, the fon and reprefentative of 
the King of England, who is a member of 
that congrefs, is a party to the declaration, 
and becomes thereby an inflrument of dil-^ 
grace to his fuperior officer, ^nd of a viola- 
tion of good faith to the people of France. 
In the mean time, that the confiftency of 
Pitt might keep pace with his integrity ii\ 
beginning the war, and his wifdom in con- 
ducing it. Lord Hood is fent into the Me- 
diterranean^ with a fleet, (I will not fay to 
lie idle, for his lordfhip is an adive citizen 
and having been, three times, candidate for 
the incorrupt city of Weflminfter, yell 
knows, that there are other means of con- 
vincing mankind befides blows or rhetoric} 
and the town of Toulon is taken ty the ^^tri- 
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for Lewis the Seventeenth, by a motley 
groupeof Britifh, Spanifh, Piedmontefe, and 
Neapolitan troops, the greater part of whom 
are the fubjefts of gavernments well known 
for their attachment to the civil and religi- 
ous liberties of mankind. 

Our depredations in the North of France, 
then, it feems, are to be compenfated by 
pur generofity in the South. But the con* 
' queft of kings produce only an acCumula* 
tion of burdens upon the people. While the 
ruined merchant and manufacturer are pc- 
jiftiing in your gaols, a numerous tribe of 
court dependants, (a race of men now known 
in France only by a recolleflion of their in- 
iquities) and a commiflioner at their head, 
with a falary of five thoufand pounds a year 
are fent to Tpulon,. though declared in a 
ftate of fiege, to cry peace when there is no 
peace. 

. The injuftice of the war has been incon- 
* teftibly proved by the fads which I have 
enumerated. We pretend to aflert the rights 
of the fon of Lewis Capet, and we affifl the 
Auftnans in, robbing him of his dominions. 
We exclaim againft the Convention as an 
aifemblv of tyrants, and we fend into France 
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to rid her of tyranny, thofe zealous difp 
fers of the bleffirigs of freedom, the dra- 
goons of Saxe Cobourg and the huflars of 
Ellerhazi. 

I fhall now addrefs a few words to a cer-. 
tain defcription of men, who, to the difgrace. 
of this country, I am afraid are not few, 
upon the policy of the war, and its proba- 
bility of fuccefs ; men who, rogardlefs ol the. 
principle of the war, look only to the iflfue. 
of it, to whom difafter alone is guilt, and with; 
whom fuccefs, however founded, like Abra- 
ham's faith, will hol4 the place of righn. 
teoufnefs. 

If ourobji^fl: is peace^the mode of obtain-.. 
ing it, is not to. outrage the feelmgs of thofe 
with whom we are at war. Since the gener- 
al reception, which the conftitution of France 
has received among her citizens, it cannot 
be doubted, but that it is the creature of the 
people, and, that aftuated as they are by the- 
moft ardent enthufia.fm, they >yill fupport it 
though aflailed by that tempeft of war, which 
the demon of defpotifm has conjured up for 
its dellruftion. Wife men are always prac- 
ticable men. As the avowed obje6l of the 
war, therefore, is not the extirpation of the 
whole natioj^fonie re^d lhoul4 be paid. 
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Tiotonly to the principles, but to the preju- 
dices which influence them. That confti- 
tution, which they regard as the wifeft and 
the beft, has, by the hundred and twenty- 
fir H article, exprefsly declared, " that France 
^* will not make peace with an enemy that 
** occupies its territory." To inflame 
their refentments by definitive hof* 
tility, or corrupt artifice, is not the way to 
difnofe them to amity and reconcihation. 
Thofe, who began the war, have not only 
drawn the fword, but have thrown away 
the Icabbard. In many parts of that once 
flourifliing country, we have feen war flrip- 
pedofallthit "pomp, pride, and circum- 
ftance,*' which fo ftrongly fafcinates the im^* 
agination. It has been di veiled of that glare 
of glory which fo often throws a (hade over 
its deformities, and the ghaftly carcafe has 
not only been expofed in all its nakednefs, 
but polluted and diflained by the bloody 
hands of barbarians*. In the midft, how- 
ever, of all the cruelties, terror, and defola* 
tion, which follow yoar arms, for before 

* I'he following is an authentic account of the cruel- 
ties exercifcd by the Auftrians and emigrants^ vrhich was 
<^oinmunicatedtoafriend of mine, by an Engliih officer 
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them is as the garden of Eden, and hehind 
them as the defolate wildernefs, the fpirit of 

of untainted veracity, who was at Liege when thofe cru- 
elties were perpetrated. 

" The Auftiians continued to pour into Liege a prodl^ 
"gious quantity of (hells and red-hot balls for many hours 
" after it was evacuated by the French, whereby a nura- 
" ber of citizens were killed, and many houfcs deftroyed; 
" aftei which a part of the troops entered the city, and 
•* and the moft horrid fpeftacle prefented itfclf that ever 
eyes beheld. Men, women, and children, every hu- 
man creature that they met was indifcrimiaately butch- 
" ered. The houfes were broken open, and the fliops 
•• plundered. The women were firft violated, and after- 
" wards murdered. Two flreets in particular, la rue de St. 
Njcolas, and rue St. Anne, experienced ail the fury of 
the foldlers; nor did the officers Jliew more moderation or 
*• humanity than the common men. La rue St. Nicolas is a 
*• wafte of ruins, and its inhabitants are deftroyed. Soras 
•* of thofe belonging to the rue St. Anne, efcaped with 
•• their lives ; but the number of men, women, and chil- 
** dren killed, afier the enemy had left the city, is eftima- 
•* ted at fix or feven thoufand." 

The fubfequent account is a literal tranflation from the 
addrefs delivered at the bar of the national convention, on 
the 29th of September, 1792, by citizen Robert, Mayor 
of Vancq, attended by Benier, Recorder of that com-% 
munitv, 

*• Reprefentatives of the French people ; I addrefs you 
" in the name of feven or eight hundred citizens, to 
•• whom nothing remains but the afhes of their habitat i* 
•' 011s and their fidelity to the republic, and who, for their 
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France remains unfubdued. Two bloody 
and expenfive campaigns are now almoftclo- 
fed, and not one fingle department has fought 

" attachment to the laws of their country, have experien- 
** ced the vengeance of the enemies of liberty. 

On Monday the 24th of this month (September) the 

Municipality of Vancq, in the diftrift of Voufieres, and 
*• department of Ardennes, received an order in the 
** name of the ci-devant Marechal de Broglio, comra-ind- 
** ing' a body of emigrants, whofe^ head quarters were 
*• then at Voufieres, to fuppjy his army with provifions ; 
** which being refufed by the Municipality, fire was fet to 
** the village, and in a moment the blaze confumed our 
" whole crop, both of wheat and barley, with our barns, 
" {tables, horfes, and nearly two hundred houfes, with the 
** church, were alfo deftroyed. Their rage was not yet 
** fatisfied. They maffacred without diftinftion, old men, 
" women and children : they prevented a mother from en^ 
" teringher dwellings tofavt her three infants^ who perijhed 
" in tkejlames, 

•• They offered a pardon to any perfon who would de- 
*• liver up myfelf and the reftor ; but by a road unknown 
** to them, we found means to efcape. The emigrants 
" fatiated with carnage, and covered with the blood of 
** their countrymen, at length retired ; but they tied to the 
" tails of their horfes feveral of the inhabitants, whom 
" they dragged away as a trophy of their inhuman tri- 
" umph. We requeft an aid of fifty thoufand livres to 
" relieve the prefent wants of our community, as the lofa 
" we have fuftained, is eftimated at more than five hua- 
♦• dred thoufand livres.'* ; 
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your aid to eftablifli for them ^ government 
The extent of your empire, (as was well faid^ 
daring the American war,) and of your 
cantonments, is the fame. Whatever you 
cbmniand, you command by the niouth of 
the cannon, but you command no more. 

The obje6t of the war is not only changed# 
but the nature of the enemies, with whom 
you have to fight. Over the fleet and ar- 
mies of thfe tyrants of France, Ihe people df 
Great Britain have repeatedly triumphed. 
Recolleft, however, that it is not upon the 
fatellites of defpotifm, but upon the whole 
French nation, that you are now making 
war. Franco is no longer a den of tyrants, 
and a dungeon of flaves. Six millions of 
armed men, determined to die or to be free, 
prefent to you a lofty afnd impregnable ram- 
part, over which the eagles of defpotifm wil^ 
in vain, attempt to foar^ 

The arts of bribery, it is affirmed, have 
^Ifo been tried, and certain hands, albeit 
unufed to the giving mood, have not dif- 
dained to adminifter the chalice of corrup- 
tion. Upon this lubje61:, it is in vain to ad* 
drefs men, whofe confciences have ceafed to 
admonifh, who have faces that cannot blufh, 
and hearts that cannot feeK — ^Xo iiua fo 
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l^rrried, however elevuted his ftation, I ad^- 
drefs myfelf NOT ; for I write only to. hii-. 
man beings. But there are many among you,, 
virtuous but mifgiwded. Such men I would, 
fcrioufly advife to confider, how far any 
government isjuftified in converting the 
earnings of induftrj^ into the wages of fin,^ 
and in applying thofefums,.which are gi vepi. 
as the means of public defence, to the vile 
purpofes of perfidy and corruption. Thofe 
objeSs of war, which cannot be compaffed 
by fair and honourable hoftility, ought not 
to be compalTed at alU. An end, which has 
no means but fuch as are unlawful, is an un- 
lawful enjl. If there is any feature inpar^. 
ticular, which: exhibits this war as a, more- 
marked objeSof abhorrence, it is. not that 
the blood;of raanisfhed, but that the moral; 
elements, which, compofe his nature, are dif. 
folved ; and that confidence, without whichi 
fociety is a qurfe, is fapped toits fpundations,^ 
by the poifpn of corruption*. 

The wickednefs of the meafure is fuperior 
only to. its weaknefs*. What coffers fofull, 
however profligate che principles of the pof- 
feflbr, and there are individuals. Fellow Ci- 
tizepSj I am informed, whole hoards are at 
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once fo fecret and fo enormous, as to baffle 
calculation as to their quantity, and conjec- 
ture as to their place, what coffers fo full, I 
fay, as to be competent to corrupt thirty 
millions of people ? — The foolifh projeft re- 
fembles the labours of the daughters of Da- 
naus. — It is filling a fieve with water. — ^Be 
aflured, that he who wickedly deftroys the 
fecurity of his neighbour, by that very aft, 
endangers his own. By praftices fo deftruc- 
tive of all human intercourfe, you eftabliflx 
principles, which may recoil upon your- 
felves, and you may be entangled in the net 
which your own perfidy has woven. 

Such, however, is the conduft of a go- 
vernment to the citizens of France, which, 
in the time of profound peace, re founded 
with complaints, becaufe her fubjefts had 
congratulated a nation of freemen, that ty* 
ranny was no more ! 

It is not. Fellow Citizens, by arts like 
thefe, that France feeks to preferve the al- 
legiance of her own fons, or to repel the en- 
mity of foreign ftatcs. O^nfcious, that juf- 
tice is the only folid foundation of govern- 
ment, flie exafts obedience only as fhe de- 
ferves it. **When the government'' (fays 
jthe thirty-fifth article of the conftitution) 
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** violates the rights of the people, infurrec- 
** tion becomes to the people, and to every 
portion of the people, the mod facred and 
indifpenfible of duties." Thus has France 
declared the people, not only the judges of 
their rights, but the avengers of their 
w^rongs. She has legalized refiftance. The 
voice of truth, fpeaking through the facred 
organ of her conftitution, has publicly pro- 
claimed to a liftening world, THAT RE- 
BELLION TO TYRANTS IS OBEDI- 
ENCE TO GOD. 

That part of the community who are call- 
ed the monied intereft, and upon whom 
JPitt principally depends for the fupport of 
the war, fhould particularly weigh the pro- 
bable confequences of its end, if the war be 
unfuccefsful. A fpirit of enquiry has gone 
forth among men, and the foundation of the 
rights of property will be as accurately ex- 
amined, as the foundation of the rights of 
perfons. As the fum of public happinefs 
and profperity is compofed of the mduftri- 
ous exertions of honeft individuals, he who 
trenches upon their poffeflions, becomes a 
public robber, and an enemy of the human 
race. But, at the fame time, I would im- 
prefs upon that clafs of men, to whom I am 
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nov fpeaking, this important and irrefra:ja[a^ 
ble truth ; that, as all property is acquired; 
enjoyed, and tranfmitted under the fanclion 
of fociety, it is due to the public fafety,^ 
whenever it is abufed to its deftruftion: If 
Englifhmen are once led to enquire into.the 
right of their forefathers to tax that labour, 
a capacity to exert which has been tiieir 
only inheritance, their ruflic but penetra-^ 
ting underftandings will deride the fophift*^ 
ry of thofe Jinancial reafonings, which they 
will confider only as a cover to fraud, and; 
the great pillar of corruption. — It is not, be- 
it recollefted, the fabre that is wrought at 
the manufaSory of Shefiield, or the cannon 
that is caft at the foundery of Woolwich,, 
which is the great inftrument of deftruftion. 
I'hcfe would b^ as harmlefs, as when they 
numbered in the bowels of the earth, in 
their ftate of native ore, if the accurfed luft 
of gain, that great mover of human agency, 
and that great fource of human evils, did not 
ilimulate them into a61:ion. 

Effodiuntur opes irritaihenta malorum. 
It is avarice, fays an old poet, which has 
fown difcord among brothers, which has ex- 
cited mankind to maflacre and war, and 
diflblved the ties of kindred and of blood« 



\\^€n the public burdens become too 
lieavy to be borne, a period which tbt war 
is rapidly bringing on, the poor muft either 
perifli under the preffure, or taking with 
them from their native country their induf* 
try and their houfhold gods, emigrate into 
a forei^ land. The rich will then be left 
alone to pay the penalty of thofe crimes, 
which avarice or ambition inftigated them 
to commit. If the foundations^of the great 
deep (hould be broken up, the vengeance 
6f the people may overtake thofe, who fup* 
ported the war, becaufe they partook of the 
plunder; and for whofe guilt, if it be mea- 
fured by the miferies which it has occafion- 
td, no human language can afford an adc« 
quate feverity of reproa^. 

This, indeed, is a fubjeft which cannot be 
too delicately treated. To the clafs of men, 
therefore, whom I now addrefs, what has aU 
ready been faid, will, I truft, prove fuffici- 
cnt; for there are thofe, whofe intellefts are 
quickened by a fenfe of intereil, though they 
arc deaf to the calls of juftice, and blind to 
the light of truth. 

The minifter wants fixteen millions, 
which, together with adeficit of five miUrans 
in the revenue, make up the enormous lum 
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of twenty one millions. The opening of 
the budget, like the opening of the box of 
Pandora, will pour forth innumerable evils, 
enormous taxes, upon the good people of 
England ; to whofe impolitions, there feems 
to be no other limit, than their patience to 
bear them, A tax upbnirifli Linen, a tax upon 
fhoes,and upon a number of articles which 
conditute the neceffaries of life, are to be pro- 
pofedand carried. — You are then literally 
to be taxed from top to toe, from the fhirt 
upon your back, to the fhoe upon your foot; 
while a wafteful prodigality is pervadingeve- 
ry department of the ftate, and the greatnefs 
of your empire, like that of a pit, encreafe 
in proportion to what is taken from it. The 
red book (properly, fo called, indeed, for 
the outfide bluQies for the contents of the 
in,) fince the commencement of the war, has 
been fwelled by additional bands of penfi- 
oners and placemen. Two ^boards, the In- 
dian board, and the board of agriculture, 
with confideiable falaries annexed, have 
been recently eftablilhed. The exchequer 
bill board for ifTuing five millions of money, 
for the relief of diftreffed traders, has alfo 
been added, and commiffioners have been 
nominated to extend the patronage and in- 
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fiuence of the crown; Thus the war makes 
bankrupts, to fuccour whom a baneful in« 
fluence is created, and evil follows evil, 
which, like Dryden*s double poifon^ ferves 
only to expel the other. In the mean time. 
While oppreflion cripples induftry at home^ 
calamity lours upon our arms abroad* The 
ignominious flight of the Britifh troops be- 
fore Dunkirk, the total defeat of the Hano- 
verians at Hoondfchoote, and the difdomfi- 
ture and retreat of the Auftrians from Mau^* 
beuge, be alfured, my countrymen, arc only 
the forerunners of events ftill more difaf- 
trous. Remember, that the few places which 
you now hold in France, you hold only by i 
brittle tenure* It was only in the beginning 
of November laft, dunng the firft campaign^ 
that the arms of France began to difplay 
their vigour, and to fcatter terror* around 
them. The battle of Gemappc was fought> 
and one viftory decide J the fate of the Nc* 
therlands* The Dutch hjive abfolutely re* 
fufed to march, as they entertain the ftrong- 
eft averfion from a war, of which, they per- 
ceive, that they are only the vidtims. Hol- 
land may be again entered, the bahkof Am- 
ilerdam^ which Burke tells you, isidcntifi- 
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ed with the bank of England, may fall i 
prey to the arms of the viflorious republic^ 
4nd the tri-coldured flag may again wave in 
triumph over the fortfeffes of the United 
l^rovinceS. feeniember alfo, that it was only 
\vhen the Duke of Bruhfwick advanced to- 
Vards the capital, it wai ndt until that me- 
iiacing mfeteor was Klackening heir horizon, 
that the people of France proved themfclvcs 
great iii artns. A free people, like a high 
inettled 4nd fpirited individual, grow indig- 
nant from oppreflioh, and derive additional 
energy from the dangers which furround 

ihem. 

Per davrind, per tk'des^ ah ipfo 

i)ucit opes^ dniinuinque feYto, 

If Francd Tucceeds, Aihalthea*s horn is iii 
her hand, and (he pouts forth the blefling^ 
of liberty and peace ; and if fhe falls, fh<? 
brings down with her, juftice, virtue, and 
the caufe of freedbiii, ahd tfab nation which 
is buried in their i-tiilis, is happier than tfrc 
nation which furvives them. 

MEN OF ENGLAND, who areadvocates 
for the v/ar, rdy not oa thbfe numeinbu's aiid 
difciplined armies, which you yburifelves 
T[iave feeii, f6r many months, txhly^hoverin^ 
over the frontiers of 3^rance, but which have 
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not been aWe to penetrate into her interior. 
The extraordinary exertions pf the conti- 
nental tyrants pervade only the {urfece, but 
the vital fpirit languifhes within. Like the 
/dying convi»tfions pf a. giant, they are not 
figns of health, but fymptoms of a diflblu* 
tion, and may be termed rather agonies,, thaa 
^orts. 

I have jKm proved, Fellow^ Citizens^ 
I hope to your jconviclion, that the war is, 
junjuft, becaujfe its pbjeiQ: is conqueft ;^ and 
that it is impolitic^ becaufe there exifts not 
a probabihty of fuccefs^ If unjuft, you can- 
,liot as good men,, and if ipipolitiCj, you. wilt 
jpot, as wife men, proceed in it. 

But the pb^ft of the war Pitt tsells you is, 
,jK>w cjiaijged, and that England muft have 
^* indemnification for the paft, and fecurity 
ibr the future/ Indemnification^ for what? 

• 

Has France invaded your territory, or deC- 
pqiled you of your commerce ? In what 
has fhe injured you ? She has injured you 
in nothing. IjF then you have received no 
injury* there i& no ground for indemnifica- 
tion; and, as for fecurity for the future 
. you ftand precifely in the fame relation to 
her, that you do to all other foreign powers, 

K2 ' 
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and have the bcft pledge for your future 
fecurity, in your mutual interefts to live 
in peace. Indemnification for the paft, and 
fecurity for the future, are, therefore, only 
the words of a man, whofe fole aim, to ufe 
the l^rguage in Job,, is to ** darken wif- 
** dom by words without upderftaoding/* 

Another reafon has been afligned for our 
as;greflv>n upon France, which, thofcwha 
ailign it, while they fecretly laiugh at the 
dupes of thei?- inipofture, do not thenxfelves 
belie ve» Jt has, however, made an impref^ 
iion upoi^ many goojd men, and, for that 
reafon alone, defervest a refutation. With 
the prefent government of France, we can- 
not treat, fay minifters, becaufe they are a 
gang of Atheifts, whom no treaties, and no 
fignatures can bind. Thof^ who prefer fo 
heavy a charge, (hould at lead be as ready 
with their proof, as they are ready with their 
accufation. But on this; head they are fi-^ 
lent* Becaufe one madrnan in th^ conven-^ 
tion s^vowcd himfelf an atheift, are we au^ 
thorized to brand the whole body with op« 
probrium ? As well might we affert^ that 
the good Commons of England are righte- 
ous over much, becaufe Hill is a Methodift| 

as well might we ^ert^ that they are an af^ 



ONLY MEANS, &C. 6g 

fcmbly of madmen, becaufe Burke, in the 
paroxyfms of his rage, has brand ilhed a dag- 
ger* Is a charge to be brought againft the 
new government of France, as a pretext for 
the war, of that very vice, of which the old 
government, which we now are labouring 
to reftore, was fo notorioufly guilty ? Be- 
fore the revolution, Atheifm was avowedly 
the creed of the Court ; and while Atheifm 
was profefled, even worfe than Atheifm 
was pra6lif?d ; as he who profeffes that he 
believes in no God, is not fo bad as he who 
lives as if there were none. During the 
jera of royalty, France was governed nei- 
ther by the precepts of morality, nor the 
injunftions of religion. She was governed 
by wilL By the arbitrary will of the worft 
of her own fubjefts ; of the worft of both 
fexcs ; of the worft of the human race. By 
Maria Antoinetta, a profligate adulterefs, by 
her pathic Polignac 5 by Provence, by Ar- 
tois, by Calonne, by Breteuil; by princes 
that were ftupid or mad ; by women that 
were abandoned to ambition and to luft^ 
by minifters who are exiled plunderers, 
panders, and parafites, infolent and rapaci*- 
ous. Yet, witl:i this fweet unleavened malis, 
the Cabinet of St, James's difdained not to 
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hold intercourfe, and, at this period, are re-^ 
ceiving into their bofoms the miffionaric* 
of thofe, *t whofe gigantic crimes the great 
author himfclf muft look with envy and ex- 
ultation. 

Men of England, that religion which con- 
lifts in a love of virtue and a deteftation of 
vice ; in a fenfe of our depeadence on the 
Creator of the world ; in a confornaity txh 
his will, and in a regular pra6^ice of thofe 
moral duties, which, a& focial beings, we 
owe to each other, is the infallible fynaptom 
of an upright heart. But let us not be dc« 
ceived by a fpecious exterior. The religi* 
on of fome men, like the Sodom apple, i$, 
fair without, but rotten at the core. The 
ftri6left attention to the ceremonies of reli- 
gion is perfectly compatible with the grofs* 
ell violation of the duties of morality ; and 
examples «re not wanting among kinga 
themfejves, who chaunt their morning on- 
fbns to the groans of their people, and who» 
with pk>us profitnation^ uplift thofe hands 
to the throne of merjcy, which are ftill reeije^ 
ing with the blood of their fubje6ts. 

In one fenfe, indeed, the war njay tru- 
ly be called a war of religion ; for it rcfe m* 
bles the crufades in the madnefs of the pria- 
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triple, and in the cruelty of the perfecution. 

In our attempt to rebuild the Temple of 
Tyranny, like the Jews in rebuilding the 
temple of their forefathers, we carry on the 
lioly work with one hand, and hold our 
fwords in the other to defend it. 

Several members of both Houfes have not 
Icrupled to avow, that the war is a war of 
^ngef , as well as of intereft, and, that the po- 
plar principles which prevail in France, 
muft be extirpated, before Europe canrea- 
fonably expe6l peace. Whatever may be 
the fyftem of French government, in the opi* 
tiioQ of thpfe men, this, at leaft, may. be, 
with confidence, aflerted ; that, harfaffed as 
Ihe is by hoftilities without, and by fadion 
\vithift, the principles of France have not hi- 
therto received a fair opportunity of dif- 
* playing their natural effecls. The minds 
of Frenchmen have been inflamed by inju- 
rieis, and irritated by reproach. Under all 
thefe circumftances, can we wonder at thofe 
^xcefles, which, however to be lamented, 
have invariably attended all great revolu* 
dons* But in no human fyftem can we ex- 
. pe£l, that good fliould be complete, it is fuf- 
iicient if it be predominant The fair mode 
^f determining upon the pierits of the go- 
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vcrnmeht which France has adopted, is^ not 
by infpeSingj with captious and malignant 
acuteiiefs, the excefles Which (he hag com-' 
mitted (excefles occafioned by thofe very men 
who are the fir ft to clamour againft them 
but by a difpaflionate examination of the 
principles of her fyfterii^ to decide, whether 
they are not better calculated^ if allowed a 
free and full operation^ to produce the 
greateft fum of human happinefsjr which 
human talents have hitherto been able to 
ereft upon the broad bafis of human integri* 
ty. This is the only ground of rational dif- 
cuflion ; all the reft is malignant prejudice, 
or idle 'declamatiori. If the war is under- 
taken, as it has been aflerted, to change the 
principles of Frenchmen, the means are 
flrangely adapted to the end* Force never 

yet made men other thin hypocrites, or ' 

•martyrs. Inftead of fubfidizing half of the 
mercenaries in Europe^ his majefty*s minif<- 
ters would, far better, have employed thofe 
meek and diligent paftors, the learned doc- 
tors of Oxford, Cambridge, and Gottingen^ 
whofe duty, (however violated by their 
praftice) is to preach peace and not a fword^ 
Thofe difinterefted academies would doubt* 
lefs abandon, without a pang^ their cotor 
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fortabie emoluments, and their cloyftered 
cells, the peaceful Icenes of flumber and 
meditation, to engage in this bloodlefsj but 
ufeful warfdre; and Eurbpfe would look 
unappalled upon a corlteft, thci obje6l: of 
whichi if force be the inftrumentj is to 
fweep from theeirth thirty millions of men, 
with the befom of deftru6liori; 

I have how mentionild to yoii. Fellow 
Citizens^ every pbffible objeft of the war> 
dl of which are equally unkwfuh I know 
of no other indeed, iinlefs the ininifter 
hieans to renew the waftefiil Virs of the 
PlantiagenetiSi and to revive^ in the perfon of 
Our gracious Sovereigrli the dormant claims 
On his ancient kingdom of Friricei 

By the law of Scotland^ the king could 
hot declare war without the concurrence of 
the nation.* This invaluable right was re- 
coghized at the revolution^ arid afterwards 
at the Union. But towards the clofe of the 
teign of Queen Anne, a reign in which the 
interefts of Britain were fliamefully iacrifi. 
ced to the ambitious views of the Houfe^ 
feis right was abolilhed. 

In America, that happy land of freedom 
uid an equality of rights, tlie bkK>d of man ii 
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never fhed to fatiate the cruelty and amioi* 
lion of crowned heads. America is without 
courts, and therefore (he is without wars* 
Wars are even prevented by the very flruc* 
ture of the government* If a difpute arifes 
between two Commonwealths, concerning 
a traft of land, or a branch of commerce, a 
court of commiffioners corapofed of two 
deputies from each ftate, is immediate* 
ly convened to decide upon the merits of 
the bufinefs. With thefe enlightened repub- 
licans, reafon, as it is the only proper>, i|) it 
is the fole arbiter of differences* In the year 
1784 a large tra^l erf" weftern territory was 
claimed both by the Commonwealths of 
Penfylvaniaand Connefticut, Commiflioners 
from each ftate were appointed, and met at 
Trenton in the Jerfeys. The ground of the 
refped.ive claim of each party vy^as examin- 
ed, and a deciifion was made in favor of Pen- 
fylvania* The decifion was peaceably ac- 
quiefced in as foon as it was pronounced. 
Had this difpute arifen in Europe, a hun- 
dred thoufand lives would have been loft 
in deciding it ; or, had it even been fettled 
, without an appeal to the fword, millions 
would have been fquandered in the mum* 
mery of negociation^ In America, the buli- 
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ncrs was jfeffe6led at a fmall expence, and 
without the efFufion of a fingk drop of 
blood. 

In America, that country which God and 
man have concurred to render the blifsful 
habitation oF abundance and of peace, the 
poor are not broken down by taxes fo fup- 
port the expenfive trappings of royalty, or 
to pamper the luxury of an infolent nobility* 
Na lordly peer tramples down the com of 
the hufbandnaan,^ no proud prelate wrings, 
from him the tythe of his induftryi, They, 
have neither chicanery in ermine, nor hy- 
pocrify in lawn. The community is not 
there divided inta an opprefled peafantry 
and au overgrown ariftocracy^ the one of 
whom lives by the plunder of the ftate,. 
while the others are compelled to be the 
objefts of it. Plenty is, the lot of all,, fupei:'% 
fluity of none. 

An equal and untiiilinguilhitig law is the 
only fovereign acknowledged by a free and 
an united people, which,, as ail contribjute ta 
make, fo all are inclined to fupport. The 
word fubordination, ,a term unknown izL 
the vocabulary of free-men> and which 
means only a reciprocation of flavery and 
tyranny, never wounds the car of the high^s 
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minded republican. Order, real order (% 
preferved, .hecaufe no man has an intereft 
in difturbing it. The peace of millions 
(:annot there be broken by tbe Woody dif- 
pofition of ane man. 

The litaxims of the Prince? of Pfeace are 
not otX^ preac hed but praSifed» The trun^- 
pet of war is neve r founded by the heralds 
of defpotifm, to enkindle a fpirit of murder 
and ot rapine. Dungeons, whipSj^ chains, 
racks, and gibbets are not there reforted ta 
asleflbns pf niorality, or inllruments of con^ 
viftion. Crimes are not often punifhecl 
•with rigour, becaufe they are prevented by 
inftrudion. Aboye all, a baneful luxury^ 
•which engenders difeafes, that not only 
imbitter life, but poifon the very fourceof 
^t, is there unknown. They have no wants 
but fuch as nature gives, and which niay he 
cafily f applied by [a moderate degree of Is^ 
l)ourv Life is fimple^ ^nd therefpje it is 
happy. 

This is not the gaudy picture of a diftem« 
pered imagination, but the rea^l reprefentarti^ 
on of things which are^ Many years have 
I refide4 in the bojomof that country, and 
^lave feen and felt [the bleilings which I dc- 
Icribe ; and therefore, witfe boneft pridc^r 



nnd confcious truth, I hold it up as an oI>« 
je6l of admiration to the world* 

Fkiends and Fellow Citizens, the 
great fource of the evil is here, the people 
ofEurope in general have as little connec- 
tion with their refpefti ve governments, ex- 
cept, indeed, as they are the objeft of their 
plunder, as they have with the governments 
of Cyhina or Japan, Does a gazette extraor- 
dinary, which announces the takingof Conde 
or Valenciennes, enable you to procure 
one pint of beer, or a morfel of bread for 
your helplefs and familhing children ? 
poes the ringing of hells, the firing of can*, 
non, or the illumination of (hops, either 
lighten your labour, feed your hanger, or 
clothe your naJcednefs ? Is there any wif. 
dom in fpilling the bed blood in the coun- 
try, tQ obtain that, from the poffeffion of 
which you dciive no advantage? Would 
not the candle which blazes before the door 
of the pcnfioned parafite of a court, be far 
tietter employed in cheering the gloomy cot 
of the folitary peafant ? Vi6lorics which 
bring honour to the arms, may bring dif- 
grace to the cou ncils of a nation. I freely 
oonfefs, that the glory acquired by his high- 
Qe(s Qf York; on the plalris of Famais^ hai» 
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no charms for me, nor am I delighted to 
hear, that the German eagle, that emblem of 
tyranny and maffacre, now flies in triumph 
over the walls of a town, where lately wa- 
ved the banners of freedom. By war^ kings 
extend their dominions, and encreafe their 
revenues, while the inferior animals that 
have hunted with the lion, are amply re- 
warded for all the fweat ancl blood, which 
their loyalty has coft them, by the honour 
of having fweated and bled in fuch company* 
Man is not naturally hoilile to man. He 
is made for labour, and not for war. The 
very ftru6i:ure of your bodies muft con- 
vince you of this truth. You have neither 
the tufks of the boar, nor the fangs of the 
tygen The cries of diftrefs, by inftinftive 
impulfe, aflail the heart of roan, and the hand 
of man, by involuntary motion, is flretched 
out to relieve it! God made man j^erfeSi^ 
hut he has fought out many inventions,. 
Whence, then, have arifen, the ills of which 
we complain? An order of men have arifen^ 
in fociety, who, claiming privileges, not only 
diftinft from, but even oppofite to the com- 
mon intereft of the people, have found, that 
the only means of preferving thofe privile- 
ges, were to keep you in the dark, and to 
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Snake you at once, the dupes and viflimsof 
their projefls* Hence a fpirit of difcord is 
excited among you, and thofe hands which 
were deftined, by the goodnefs and wifdom 
of Providence, to clafp in a fond embrace, 
the wife of your bofom, and the children of 
your loins, are now doomed to forge the 
weapons of war, and to be bathed in the blood 
of innocent man. 

It is clear, - that before a man can perform 

his duty J it is necejfary that he know it. If 

government claims the right of puniflvment, it 

necejfarily incurs the duty of inJlruBion^ 

But of the thoufands who fall victims to the 

rigour of your lawSj how few have govern^ 

ment taken the pains to inflru^t! Nay, by 

wringing from the poor the f canty pittance 

which their hard labour earns, to fupport 

lords of the bedchamber, wardens of Cinque 

ports, gentlemen of the band of penfioners^ 

have they left them aught, but the melancholy 

alternative of perifhing in the ditch, orplun^ 

dering on the road. The fnares of temptor- 

tion are every where fet around them. Ga^ 

vernments, like the author of evil, frjl make 

the criminal, and thenpunifh the crime. Tlie 

property of the rich is every where hedged 

round by the fences of the law, while the lit-. 
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tie pojfeffiom of the poof are expofed to aejyiri^ 
datioTu The Lordly peer inay trample doxoH^ 
tvith impunity, the corn of the hujbandman$ 
but if the peafant kills a hare to give food td 
his family, he is fentenced to pay the fUmof 
thret pounds^ -which he has no means of oh^ 
tainingj and if he cannot perforvi an impof 
fibility, is fenti by the decree of juftice, td 
perijh in a gaol. 

The moral law is engrai>en upon theflejhy 
tablets of the heart of man, by the finger of 
God, of which reafon is the interpreter i and 
confidence the judge; but moral difiinSlions 
are every where confounded, or ohliieratedi 
by legal artifices. The principle^ which fhouli 
apportion theperialty to the crime, is waritori* 
ly violated,' and the code of criminal jurifi 
prudende, to tke fiar greater part ofi mankind^ 
exhibits only a black and bloody roll ofipenaU 
ty and proficription. A member of parlia^ 
ment, whether he be lord or commoneri mai 
fquander in not, gambling, and diffipationi 
the property of the honefi and indufirious 
tradefiman^ andrrmy proudly befip alter, with 
his carriage wheels, the man whom his extra-^ 
ijagance has reduced to beggary. Their fo,^ 
. cred perfons no rude hand ofi afherlff's officer 
dares to contaminate. But the ruined tradef- 
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r, Jkould he owe the fian^ t^rvpduitds; 
'^hick the villainy of ht^^^tni^kds^dyiibhd 
him frork pof^ing, is 2^7i^dAti^^li«rf3«iorigb 
te prifon, deprived op'iAuropptai^^ 
tifmg his callifigyMd i»'^J^trifi ^kj^iij^mih 
the fiUnt tomb urilpltiidi aiwH^^^irif^nil'^^iscj 

Tbe praflice <)fitifflaibifDabllpio(iiii^ 
b the ptinciplei '^i^&^'isi hm^ ^\iL^ 
ought to be an eka£|p6iflQ(it)Qd^ ^f^f i^le^ 
is only a gatnfiil kpp^larl(tfiSMi{bi|ftr«|ilttlri^ 
bf chicirie; The great- cfcjfijg^fi iittsw^pilfe 
to fecure tis in the fenjoy tofeirt bf isitotfta^^ 
and jiroperties; How iis chis efFe61: isSQer 
the prefertt fy ftiem ? As much jiioney is fpent 
in the attempt to bbtiin our right, as the 
thing conteridiiici fdr is worth • stnd he; whd 
is ndt ifljiired by the injiiftice df the decifidn, 
is frequently ruined by the delay of the 
iuit. To the bulk of mankind, ph>perty is 
only valuable^ becaufe it cifFordS to theni tiie 
means of fublifterice* But if €ft)ftrii6f ions 
and delays are thrdwri in oiir way of ob- 
taining it, the great eftd for which property 
is acquired, is fruftrated,ind the relief, for 
which application is made to a aiurt of ju- 
dicature, cut oflF. Yet if life, that facred 
boon of teaven, is the fubje6l ®f dccifion^ 4 

M 
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few hburs arc deemed fufficient to detef» 
mine, whether I (hall peaceably poflefs, oi* 
ignominioufly lofe it. Abfurd And pfepoP* 
terous regulation ! which inverts every ful> 
ftantial rule of jufticc, which produces dif- 
patch) where there fhould be deliberation^ 
and deliberation where there (hould be dif. 
patch, and which makes the herbage of the 
field, and the very clod we tread upon, of 
more eftimation in the eye of juftice^ than 
the facred image of the great Father of the 
univerfe, rational and immortal man ! 

This horrid perverfion could never have 
taken place, if the judgment feat had not 
become a Ihop of traflScj and if juftice, 
which fhould be freely difpenfed, could not 
be procured at all, unlefs it were dearly pur- 
chafed* 

The law, we have been p6tapoufly told^ 
is equally open to the poor and to the rich* 
With equal truth it might be afTerted, that 
there is no aft of parliament to prevent you 
from flying. Yet if money be the fole in- 
ftrument by which we are enabled either to 
obtain or to defend our right, he who is 
without wings nnay as well attempt to 87,^ 
as he who is without money may attempt 
to obtain juftice, Hc has then no other al- 



fcrfiative, than to fit down? the patient vi^irn 
of the injui:y \yhich he h^s. fuftained, for 
fljould he exeit that farce, with wWch nature: 
has armed hi ra, as. the lapft reiburce of obtain^. 
iBg redrefs, the dragon^ fa,ngs of the law sirft 
faftened in his vitals, and he periflies,. 

To, the want of an, adequate reprefenta* 
tion ini p^xUapient ma)^ be traced all our 
fufferingSj under whatever afpeft they are? 
prefent^d^ whether difgrgice abroad or dif- 
tra6lion at home. — Patriae ei^ Trojae com^ 
piunis Erinnyi^r-^^^t government iseffcn-* 
tially defetlivCi. which does not only con-» 
jpin, buti even indentijTy the interefts of the 
reprefentative body with thq coijftituent.— ^ 
This is, the only folid pledge and fequrity, 
that the general^ weal^. and, qot partial inte- 
refts, will be t,he great objeft of legiflation. 
When die perfon, employed, has an interell 
diffeirent from his employer, it may natural^ 
ly b^fuppofed, that he, will purfue his own 
9nd negleft that of another man. Njow all 
war, 33. it nxultipties. places, and encreafes 
the receipts of gpvenjment, (at lead while 
the war endures), cxteqds, of courfe, the 
power; and patronage of the minifter, though 
|t lo^s. the people with addiMQnal taxes* 

M 2 
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Here, then, is a fimple ftatement, whfcft 
prpves, at once, that government, in deckt 
ring war, muft always, have an intereft dit 
tinft from the people. As. long as the war 
lafts, government has immenfe fums to dif- 
pofe of, and as revenue has, hitherto, beci^ 
the ojbjeft of goyernments, the hope of ipa-t 
king concjuefts will induce them to carry 
on the waj;, a^s long as the people will; fub- 
uiit to it. Every a,ddition of territory fur- 
nifties, a ne^y field for the Qolleftion of more 
taxes, every conquered difl;ri6i is cojifidered 
as a new farm, and the people, who cultivate 
it, being regarded ai fh<eep, are annually 
brought up to be Aorn, of their fleeces* 

The American war alone, were no, oither 
fa6l produced, would prove the neceiSty of 
an adequate reprefentatio^ of the people in 
parliament. The indignant voic^? of the 
nation at laft influenced the dccifionsof that 
affembly, who, in t][ie fame vote by which, 
they abandoned the war, ^^ffixed, to thofe 
who fliould fupport it, a fcandal and re- 
proach, which held ^hem up as pbje6ls of 
cxecratiojn to their country. But the injury 
|iad been committed, the naifchief was irre* 
Irieyable, and the vote, therefore, which 
\y§s paffed by the Commons, like the deatl^ 
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faed repentance of a wicked finner, feryed 
pnly \q' CQve? (h^t venal ^^ffembly with 
fhame^ 

By that war, agents, comtniffiiries, clerks^ 

contj^ftors, am^fifed i nmenfe fums, while 

you, the people, were loaded with an addi* 

lional debt pf one hundred niilUcns* If die 

great body of the nation had beenyi con^ 

neEled with the houfe of commons^ as cither to 

have nopiinated the members of that houfe, 

or to have had the power of rcqalling them 

\vhen they were hunting for places and 

ruiuitig their qountry, that nefi^rious war, 

even if it had been undertaken, could, not 

long nfive endured. As foon as you faw 

Jthat the conted was hopekfs and ruinous. 

you yourfelves, fpeaking to yourfervanta 

in a tone of concealed authority, would in* 

Jl^ntly ha.ve put an end to it. Inflamed as 

yQUr p^flions might have been by the infidi-* 

OU5 ajtiftces of interefted (latefmen, who, 

JiHe tygers^ fatten upon human gore, adver^ 

fity would have taught you the lefibns of wif- 

dom. Your patient callous tempers would 

have been quickened into a fenfibility, a,t 

pnce awful to your rulers, and falutary tQ 

yourfelvcs. Let not then inftruSiori, my 

ix)untiymen, which has been fo dearly pi^r^ 

^hafqdjj be purchafed in vain^ 
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The prefent war tbreatens us with evibof? 
the fame natureK and o£ decpei? malignityi^ 
Your manufafturers. are reduced to the me-i 
lancholy alternative either of ftarving in the 
ilreetsor of taking up the trade of flaughten 
and rapine, and of prefervingthpiro^vn lives 
by the deftruftion of others.. They fubfiftj^ 
not by their own induftry, but by the mife-- 
ries of their neighbours*. Your fiUors ares 
torn from their families, not to carfy on or 
increafe your commerce, but ta prevent 
that intercourfe among narions, which, cour^ 
ftitutes the hfe of it, Yaur funds^ that ba^ 
rometerof public credit, has fallen 20 pen 
cent, and, upon any difaftrous events which. 
thewarmayproduce,will(kiktofa alarming 
a degree as to extinguifh the Imall remains, 
of national confidence. Your papers are 
filled with lifts of bankrupts, and many are 
aftually fo whofe fituations hstve never beer> 
prefented to the public eye.* Your prif qns^ 
refounding with blafphemoua exe^cwtion^ 

♦ The author knows that c^ very great nu;nher of dock- 
ets were ftruck in the commiflioner of Bankrupt's office 
in Somerfet Houfc, which never appeared in the ga» 
zette. Six fupernuraerary Clerks were added to that ofi 
£ce as foon as the war broke out ; yet Dundas fells u»^ 
^t thefc bankruptcies are a proof of our profperity. 
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fhriek^ of wretchednefs, and diflblutef riot, 
tore crowded with convi6h, your ftreets 
iwarm with beggars putrefying with vermia 
and with filih, and your capital is thronged 
with proditutes, who, deprived of the fup- 
Jport of the father, the hufband, and the bro- 
ther, now isfone to fight the battles of govern- 
ment in a foreign land, are driven into the 
haunts of infamy and vice, with no other 
profpetl rf terminating their mifcrable ca- 
ireer, than to rot in hofpitals, languilh in 
gaols, or perifli upon the gibbet. Of this 
enormous mafs of human vices and human 
calamities, what is the correftive, and what 
is the relief ? Sanguinary punifhments have 
been long tried, and have been tried in vain. 
The avenging fword of the law may pierce 
the heart of man, but it does not amend it; 
the prifbns are emptied into the grave, but 
t^ie fum of human morals remains the fame. 

In this awful feafon of national calamity 
I fee no other refource, than the interpofi- 
tion of the great body of the people them- 
fclves, elcfting deputies in whom they can 
confide, and importing inftruftions which 
they mud injoin to be executed. 

The ol jettions to this plan, I forefee, may 
be two ; the firfl as to its legality, the fe- 
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cdfad as to its titility; Thcfe ot>je^oii§ f 
Ihali fepafately fcdnijden 

The fpiriti genius,^ and hiftoiy of a g6* 
Verhmenti which cialls its freCj its ancient 
praftices, Us well as pbfitive /^atutes, muft 
be confulted in cafes wbicfh are new arid ex* 
trabrdiriaiy. In law^ as in divinity, ^ the 
letter killeth, but the ipirit giteth life/ If 
Englifhmen had always been Cooped aaad 
cabined within the narrow liiiiits of eftab^^^^ 
iifhed forms^ the Revolutictti of 1688, which' 
feated, by its confe^uences, the HOufc of 
Brunfvvick on the! throTie^ would never 
have been effe6i:edrf Wheii that memorae^ 
ble event took place/ an filxprefe dcclarati* 
on of the public confent wa(s obtaiiited at 
the defire of the prince, whef, rio d6ubt,- 
judged it effential to the validit]^ of his ti^ 
tie, A judicious expedient^ hys Hume,* 
was fallen on for that ptafpofe/ AH tt^ 
numbers who had fitten iri the Houfe of 
Commons during any parliament^ of Charles 
the Second, were invited to meet; and try 
them were added the Mayor, Aldefman, and- 
fifty of the Common Council. That thisr 
was far from being an adequate reprefentati-^ 
on of the people, every man' who knows the 
ftateof diis country muft admit Yet tbc: 
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hh proves, which is fufficient for my pur- 
j)ofe, that our anceftors thought themlelves 
authoriiied to aft without precedent, and tt» 
tany ft plan inito execution, the good tff- 
fefts of which atfe known* It produced alt 
iimendment, of the conftitution; The En* 
glifli conftitution, you will find, has not al- 
ways been fixed. Since the Norimah coh^ 
iqiieft, it has been gradually changing. Ttt 
thefe changes we dwe bur libertiesi Sup 
pofe a greater degret of liberty to be poffl- 
ble, is the fame autlrority incompetent to 
tnake the changes by which fo defirable aft. 
bbjeift may be obtained ? ^ 

This I knowi that the pfeaGeial^aflfenibHrig 
dp men to deliberate on tM beft niode of 
pronioting the public welferefi is no where 
forbidden by any pofttive ftatutci Now 
whatever is not prohibited by law, is per- 
initted by it. If the right of affemblirig then 
is la'wful, the power of exercifirig that right 
is a neceffary confequence of iti Law, iii 
general, being only a rule of ^ion^ condu^ 
cive to public utilityi Whatever contributes 
to promote it^ falls necefTarily within thei 
definition. 

It is DOt fair to afk us for the precife writ* 

N 
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ten law, which invefts the people with this 
right. The lion-exiftence of fuch a written 
law does not prove the non-exiftence of the 
tight. Many of the rights of the people de- 
pend upon cuftonK Many of the rights of 
each branch of the legiflation itfelf depend 
. upon cuftom. Iti the cafe which I am put- 
ting, the right is proved unconlradifted by 
any pofitive ftatute. 

Befides, between the exprefs will ziAper^ 
^ijjiv€ will of Parliament, there can be no 
difference, when the right has been already 
exercifed on one fide, and acquiefced in on 
the other. A ftronger fenfe of right is not 
raifed in the people, by a pofitive, than by 
a tacit, declaration of the acquiefcence of 
parliament. It would therefwre, be as unjuft 
to deftroy a right raifed by this tacit, as a 
right raifed by any pofitive declaration. 

Happily, however, the privilege which 
we claim, refl;s not upon reafonings of ge- 
neral expediency, or abftraft fpeculations df 
right. Precedents of conventions, folkmotes, 
or meetings of the people are to be found 
in the early periods of our hiftory, and are 
coeval with the exillence of our conftitution 
itfelf. They were part of the Anglo-Saxon 
government. The Sa;cons convened every 
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year, all the free men of the kingdom who 
compofed an aflembly called Mycelgemot^ 
Folk-mote, or Convention* It was their bu-^^ 
finefs and duty to revi/e the condu6t of the 
king and wittenagemot, or parliamenfc^ Ir> 
the golden days of Alfred, a patriot king, if 
ever there was one, they met on Salifbury* 
plain% The Mirror of Juftice fays, that it 
was their bufinefs " ta take care that the 
^ people received no wrong from^ the king 
^ bimfelf, his queen^ or their children.'*^ 

The king and nobles mixed promifcuouf- 
}y with the people in this folkmote^ or con- 
vention, and were refponlible for the exer- 
cife of the power entrufted to them^ The 
peopfe,^ in the times of our Anglo-Saxon an- 
ceftors^ not only made but executed the laws 
of the kingdom. The ' words lib^ri homines, 
or free men, defcribedi I know, only men 
who held lands; and the lazzi, villeins^ or 
flaves, wer e nu merou s> Bu t perfonal f lave- 
ry has long ceafed in England, and the ternx 
liiberi homines, or free-men, is now applicable 
in its ftriil and legal acceptation to every 
man not incapacitated by crimes or infanity. 
The Norman conqueft planted by force that 
law of robbers^ the tree of feudal tyranny 
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in England^ which oyer-awe(i the goodly^ 
fabric of Anglo-Saxon jurifprudence. But 
though the exercife of the rights of the peo- 
]|^e wass difturbed for a time, they neveir 
veire annihilated. 

During the civil wars which frequently 

agitated £ngl2^id after the inyajfion of thet 
Kormstns^ the reftitution pf the S^xon phar- 
for of Ina, of the charter of Edward the Cpn^ 
ifcflor, were frequently infiflpd on, as a con* 
dition of the peace, which they grafted tq 
the fovereigq. The praftices, of our Sa^oix 
anceftors, were always, in times, of danger 
and cc?ivulfion, fought for, ?is. preg^d^nt^ 
to be pleaded, and exapiples to be iniitated ^ 
and Hume well ojixferves^^ that if Europe en^ 
joys a larger portion of freedom than ^e^ 
neighbours, it is Qwin^ tq the feeds, im- 
planted in her foil by thofe generous barbai^ 
rians. Thele bvbarians, however, as wc 
have feen, had nothing barbarous in their 

policy^* 

But in all cafes of emergency, THE 

SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE IS THE SO- 

* Sec Bacon*s Hill, and Polit, Difcourfejs on Govern,* 
snent: Squire's Effay on the Anglo-Saxon Government, 
said the Letters of that truly enlightened man David^ 
Williams* 
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VEREIGN LAW- This principle, fortified 
l^y hiftorjcal precedent, and fupportcd by 
the reafon of the thingj, muft ^t once aniwer 
the cavUs of difputacious lawyers^ and the 
fjeclaimations of interef^ed ftatefmen*-r-Nor 
js the meafure unknown to the times in 
which we live. Ireland, that country , from 
V^hich I boaft my defcent, Ireland, for whichj^ 
^sitha,sheen cinphaticallyfaid,God has done 
fo much, and man fo little, and which bas,hi« 
therto alas I been only arefting place for birda 
of paffage, and a banquet fdr birds of prey^^ 
has long fince fet (he example of th^ plan 
which I propofe^ Waa it . not piroyed;^ du-. 
f ing the courfe of the laft fummer^ that a con- 
yeiition was legal, by the particular interpo- 
iition of the parliament of Ireland to pafs a 
law to prevent it from meetirig Fond as, 
(bofe gentlemen are pf exercifing the gainful 
trade of legiflatio^i, this pious aui ufefuJL 
^orl^, like all other pious ^nd ufeful works 
pf fupererogation^ would doubtlefs, have 
J)epn omitted by them, had it not been jufti- 
fied by their view of the neceflity of the 
meafure. To frame a law, in order to mark* 
fis illegal any particular aft, proves, more 
than a thoufand arguments, the lawfulnefs 
pf the aft, before the law had taken place. 
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As the parliament of England are now iii 
the recefs, we, my countrymen, can have 
no fuch obftruSion ta dread* The prefent 
time is the proper one, and you ought not 
criminally to fuffer it to glide over. Indeed^ 
I entertain too profound a refpeft for that 
venerable body of men, the parliament of 
England, to imagine, for a moment, that they 
would overleap the barriers of a juftifiable 
authority^ and impede a meafure legalinitsi 
principle, falutary in its effefts, and ealcu*^ 
laled to ftrengtben the foundations, of go*^ 
vernment. I fay to ftrengtben the fbunda^ 
tions of government, for by a movement 
thus regular and tranquil, its operationa 
would be facilitated, and its dignity prefer* 
ved. Burke ranks it among public misfor-.^ 
tunes that the houfe of commons fhould be 
wholly untouched by the opinions and feeU 
ings of the people out of doors* By this 
want of f y mpathy, he fays THEY WOULD 
CEASE TO BE A HOUSE OF COM^ 
MONS. Kings, lords, and judges, he adds^ 
are all truftees for the houfe of commons^ 
»becaufe no power is given for the fole fake 
of the holder*. The will of the people. Fel- 
low Citizens, freely coUeded, and firmly 

* See Thoughts on the Caufes of the prefent Difcontencs 
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^xprelted, would operate as a law upon thofe 
truftees of the people, who would liften to 
your requefts with no other emotion, than 
that of forrow for the neceflity which you 
>vere laid under of making them. 

Towards the clofc of the American wan 
aflbciations were formed in various parts of 
England, either by the fherifF fummoning 
the freeholders of the county, or by the in- 
fluence of noblemen and gentlemen ov«r 
neighbours, inviting them to deliberate on 
the grievances of the nation. The late Sir 
George Saville, the friend of Mn Burke, 
was a great promoter of them, and Mr. Wy- 
vill, then the friend of Mr. Pitt, was the 
chairman of the affociatioo which met at 
York* They openly correfponded with 
other alTociations. They met without in- 
terruption ; and the lawfulnefs of their pro- 
ceeding was never difputed. The mem- 
bers of the houfe of commons had not then 
loft the confidence of the people. Many 
of them affifted at thofe deliberations, the 
objefl: of which was to effeft a reform in 
parliament, and a general redrefs of grievan- 
ces. The Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt 
were members of another affociation, whofe 
objd£l was the fame* They were joined by 
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the acute, intrepid, and intelligent lidriia 
I'ooke, Major Cartwright, and John Froft j 
the laft of whdni has been felefted as a vie* 
tiiti to a ftate profecution, becaufe the con* 
fifieiicy of his conduft in pronioting a par- 
liamentary reform^ was a foul, though tacit 
teproach on the apoftacy of thoTe^ tv^ith 
Whom he formerly aSedi If precedents 
Were neceffafy then^ heri* they ate; It is 
true, the union of thofe aflociations was riot 
fo clofeahd intimate, as the plan which I fhall 
pfopofe ; but the principle was the fame, tlitf 
objeft was the fame^ and £he legality ^i therefore' 
mull be the fame. Had their union been more 
complete^ and their fitting niore jpermanenf 
the dbjeftjfof whicii fbey met, muft certain- 
ly have been accotnplifhed ; and the houfe 
of commons would now have been, what 
Burke fays, every houfe of commons ought- 
to be, *' an exprefs image of the feelings of 
^ the people f and not, what my eloquent 
and philofophical friend, has juflly defcribed 
it, ^ a cumbrous and expenfive chatfiber to' 
•* regiftef the edifts of the mimfter/'* 

A public exprieffion of your wiibes is a!-^ 
fo the beft, becaufe it is the fafeft mode of 
obtaining a reform. ^^ Take away liberty 

* Mackingtolh's Viadiciae GalHciac 
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f)T domplaiiit," (fays the wife Bac6n) '• lii6 
^^ griefs of the fubjeft will bleed inwards: 
•' fharp and eager faOmours will not evapo- 
^' rate, ahd then they will eiUlcerate ; AND 

*^ so may endanger the sover- 
^'EignitV itself;* - 

As a friend to peace, therefore, for which 
7XO facrifice is too deir, but the facrifice of 
freedom; iet iiie eameftly exhort you t6 
adopt the ttleafufe. 

\ It is to a want of thi^ falutaiy ftep, that ^ 
I muft attribute the indecent rejeftion of 
your petitions, during the kft feffions. 

The orator of the Treafuryj whofd only 
inerit confifts '' in fpouting fdrth a little froth 
** ftream upon a gaudy day,** got rid of your 
Application, by a dexterity of manoeuvre; 
for which he is fo diftinguifliedi By fuf- 
fering the petitions to lie upon the table, by 
refufing to go into a confideration of the 
grievances ftated, he impliedly told you; 
that they were not even worthy of his no- 
tice. Had the contents of thofe petitions 
been properly examined, he and his affoci- 
ates muft have been involved in this dilem-* 
tna, they muft either have come to the re-^ 
folution^ that the houfe of commons is an 

O 
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adequate reprefentation of the people, 5t 
liave afforded k redrefs to your well gound^ 
*ed complaints. With the latter the arch^ 
apoftate wsis detertnined not to comply, and 
the former could never hnvc been enrolled 
upon their Journals, unlefs the ficred voice 
t)f the fenate had been made to pronounce a 
lie, and thofe records, which ought to hav6 
been the eternal monuments of truths had 
become the vouchees of calumny and im« 
pofti^re. fhiit the iimd was improper, was 
the miTerabie excufe under which Pitt fhel* 
tered his condufl; an expufe^ which n6 
man can admit, unlefs his underftanding h6 
funk belov? the milkinefs of infancy. Tiroes^ 
toy friend?, kr6 but of two kinds* Eithef* 
they are turbulent, or they Are pe^ceable^ 
if turbulent, what To proper to JilUy all fer^ 
tnent among the peoples as a ready compli-* 
ante with thofe requifitions, which the min^ 
ifter in his days of profeffional patriotifni 
had publicly and repeatedly declaimed to be 
juft? li peaceable, what fo well calcula^eda 
as a compliance with their wiOieSj to per* 
petuate to the people the bleffings they em 
joy ? All times are proper, for doing thofe 
things which are propen Our duties are 
^rpetual and unchangeable^ and flu6luate 
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TfQtr with the variations of the feafba, ami 
ttfie ebbings of the oCean^ 

■ mm 

FELLoiv CiTIZENS^ 

Your inadequate reprefentation in parlia-^ 
i^ent has of late, undergone fo full a difcuft. 
fion, that you, no doubt,, are well acquaint- 
ed with the fiibjeft. On this. head, therefore^, 
very little is neceflCary to be faid. By the 
report^ of a fociety, which calls itfelf *^ The 
JFriendsof the People,'*^ it appears, that ma-^ 
tiy of your pretended^ reprefcntatives. are ' 
felf-created^ felf-eleSedi felf-exiftent ; diat 
Others are the mpre l»ols of an aiifterci and 
ijifolent ariftocracyi, oC a, corrupt treafury 
junto, or of a wealthy andupftart common- 
ten — ^By tfagic accurate and authehtic ftate-. 
merit, the people of England will; feeT that 
feventy-one peers exprefsly nominate nine- 
ty members^ and, by influence, procure the 
return of, feventy-feven, while ninety-one 
comnapners nominate eighty-two members, 
?ind by infljien^e prociirc the rcturn^of fif-. 
ty-fevei|t^ 

I ■ 

* See Report of the Committee, publiflied Saturday, 
9th February, 1793 ^ which I earneftly recommend to . 
yqur perufaU, 



. 71 Peers and the Treafury nominate --. 911^ 
Procure the return of - -. 77 

Patronage of 71 Peers and Trealiiiy 1,67 

gi Commoners nominate - — 82 
Procure the return of — — - 57 

Patronage of 91 CommonerS; ' 139 

« • 

Therefore 162 men in your country re- 
turn 306 out of 573 members; 

Thus it is evident, that one hundred andl^ 
fixty-two men do, in efFeft, make laws foe 
you, the people of England^ who anwunt; tQ. 
jQx millions. 

At the commencement of every feffion, 
it is true, the following refolution is entered 
on the journals, Refolved, *' that it is. a high 
infringement of the liberties and. privileges, 
of the commons of Great Britain, for any 
lord of parliament, or any lord licutenanfj 
of any county, to concern themfelves in, 
*• the eleftlon of membiers to iferve for the 
^'Commons in Parliament.'* The farce of 
this refolution, indeed, is played off at the 
beginning of every feflion, but, when we fee 
men violating their own refolutions by the 
very means by which, they arc enabled to. 
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pafs them, what (hall we fay, but that it ia 
adding a mockery of your underftandings,, 
to a priYatio^ of your rights. 

The authenticity of the ftatement, which 
we have referred to, is indubitable; fi^ics 
many pcrfona who figned it are members of 
that very aflembly whole mode of appoint-i 
jnent they reprobate. 

It is beneath the dignity of reafon to ftoop^ 
to a refutation of the nonfcnfical jiirgon of 
virtual reprefentation, which has long been, 
banc^ied about in a conftaut repercuflio.'x 
from one blockhead to another^ but whfclx 
has only (lunned our ears without infjrm- 
ing our underftandings. J^ft-ice requires, 
that men, who. are only virtually reprei'eut:- 
ed ftxould only be virtually punilhed. It thQ 
reprefentatiye principle be a good one, let 
us not be infulted by being told, that we ha ve 
it, whea we h^ve it not ; and if it be not a 
good one, let it be forn^ally aholifhed, and a 
better fubftituted in its /lead. If the word 

« • - * 

reprefentation. means any thing, it means 
adequate i^eprefentation ; and he only is 
sidequately reprefented who has perfonally 
the power of fending a deputy to enatl laws 
for the government of his cunduct. If a par- 
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tiat reprefentation be meant, let it be boldly' 
affirmedy and we arc at iffue with oar oppo^ 
nents ; and if it be added that the gooc^ 
praftical effefts, which have flowed* from, 
fu^h c^ fy fteni, are a fufficient anfwcr to aU* 
objcftions, I reply, that the melanchply hif-^ 
tory of the events of the laft century^ which; 
I bave briefly iketched out to you, .gives thd^ 
lie to the aflertion ; which, even if it were: 
adnjitted^ would prove nothing, fince the 
hum^n mind isnat fuppofed.to.be ftatjonary 
in politics any njore thajiia any other fciencei; 
and fince fociety is entitled, not only to that 
partial good which, eftabUIhmpats have hi- 
therto produced, but to the greateft poflible^ 
iurxK cf happinefs which thp ingeniiityof manu 
can devife, and the honefly of man canadmi^ 
iiifter. That things have gone on well, as it 
is called, is a bajref^ped and an audacious falf-^ 
hoc^d ; and though the aflertion has been re* 
peatedly made in the Houfe of QommonSj^^ 
yet, like many other falQioods, it carries 
with it, its own refutation ; for, after thc^ 
melancholy expedience which we have hpd 
to the contrary, there needs no ftronger^ 
proof of the falflipod of the aflertion thaa, 
that men fliould he fuflfered with injpunity- 
to make i t« 



It has been faid^ and upon this topic what 
^Ijfurdity has ri6t been fai^, that, though 
^nany perfons When individually confider- 
'ed, are not reprcfented ; yet, that the Houfe 
k)f Commons when colledively met, repfefent 
the whole nation ; and, that they equally 
^eprefent the towns of Birmingham and 
Sheffield, which fend no deputies, as they 
leprefent the towns of London, Briftol, and 
Liverpool, which do. In the fame Inanner^ 
does the Grand Seignior, when fitting in di* 
van^ JM:tended by his Viziers and Rers Effeli-» 
dis, reprefentfhe whole Tiirkilh empire ; ia 
the fame manner does he repreferit the pro^ 
Vinces of Khutdiftan and Thrace, the re- 
luote cities of Baffora and Aleppo, whofe in^ 
habitants never had a fingle voice in his ap-» 
'pointment, and to whom Ijie is only known 
(like other legiflators) by his grievous exac# 
tions ; while his firman, fortified by the ter* 
rors of the bow-ftring, exaSs implicit obe- 
dience, in the ftaming of which his f ubjefts 
liave had as great a fhare as many of the good 
people of England have had in the framing 
of thofc a6i:s of parliament, which, being 
Written in the old black letter, and never 
pYomulgaited are, with the firman of the 
^urk, equally difficult to be underflood, and 



\ 
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with the" imperial mandated of thit piif^ 
Vicegerent of God, equally dangerdus td be 
re filled. 

There are not, there cannot be, rfiore 
than two fubjefts of reprefentatidn ; perfonsi 
knd property. But the preferit fyfteni re* 
prefents neither; Perfons are not repre- 
•fented^ becaufe57^3* perfons, who areiri- 
fliienced, as we have feen, by a much fmall- 
er number, return a majority df the Houfe 
of Commons, though the adulf males through* 
out Great Britain, amount to* i25,oobf. 
Property is not reprefented, for the county 
of Cornwall, one of the podreft in thte 52; 
fends 45 members to parliament, while thd 
county of Middlefe*, which contairfi the 
greater part of the wealth of the kingdom, 
fend* only eight. In fome boroughs, the 
rtian who boils a pot, has the privilege of 
voting for a member of parliament ; though 
he who pofFefles a hundred thoufand pounds^ 
in the funds, has not. 

Is this, my countrymen, the r6prefcntati- 
on of which you boaft ? Is this the happy 
conftitution^ which it is infaaity not to ad- 

* Sec Burgh's Political Difquifitions, vol. I^ 
t See the fame author* 
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^ire, and againft which it is blafphemy to 
ipeak? 

The boroughs oF Cattori and old Sarum, 
i:hough fcarcely the veftige 6f at town re-, 
mains, fend as many riiembers as the city of 
London, that mart of induftry and wealth. 
The rank grafs, enibleniatical df their ftatCn 
toovir grows, in thdfe defolate and abdndon- 
ed places, and their fole manufa6)tory; as 
JBiirke as well obferved; is in membcni (X 
parliament. Yet four rfcfpefiable gentle- 
men reprefent their departed greatnefs; -as 
the kriights at a coronation reprefent the 
HuchieS of Ndrniandy and Aquitaine; ; 

From this want of cdnjilnftion of the iif^ 
lerefts of the pepple and the parliainent( the 
faireft fruit of freedom is blighted. The 
tree of liberty can never flourifh^ unlefs its 
Toot§ (Irike deep into the foil of univet fal 
luflFrage. The rotten braiiches which hat 
only wither iti beauty; but e:shau{b iti^ ikpp 
ihould therefore be Idpt ofF^ and a ft&e and 
vivifying reprefent^tion fhould be engrafted 
in their place. Inufilei rams ampvkuns^ 
feliciores infer it m 

I am awarci Fellow Citizens, that cverjf 
artifice, which nimifteriil aad fa^ious gunr 



liing can ,|3evife> wiH be playqd off updll 

your under ft andings, to prevent a con ven* 

,tron, tldai only mode. oF hational falvation* 

The ghoft of infutre^lions which, during 

\he lail winter^ the forcerer of the treafury 

,too. fuccelsfully evoked, ttiay be again con* 

jured upfronl its peaceful grave, tointimi* 

date yon from a Jpirited aiTertjon of your 

1-ights. .Vou . were then jappalled by terrors^ 

if rom which cVeri the tirriidity of aiiapland- 

cr would difdain to have Ihrunk. The de- 

Jufion, indited, -has ceafed,.but the.ihame of 

Ji^ving.bceh the bubbles and the vi6i:imsof 

it, fl:iH adheres to you. JBut, if it exifts for 

your ChatfWjJet it ialfo exiftior your inftruc- 

dtibn, and beware that you ai^ not deterred 

irom the performance of your duty by the 

ilald incantations of that pompous magician^ 

" ^ In truth, no man laughed more than the 

aninifter faimfelf at the eafinefs of your ere- 

jdulity; wbo, when the farce was over, 

toight have addrefled you in the language 

jof Grizzle to queen DoilalQlla. 

* I tell you, Madam, it is all a trick, 

I made the giants firit, and then t killed them« 

'''^ •' TiigcdyorromThtimb, 

But the confcquenj^es of this paniCi hadl 



it cohttnued miich longef . would have beeq 
as deftruftiv^j in its caafeq, ienc<?s, as it was : 
^ouhdlefs in its caufc» A general fpirit of 
diilruft pervaded all ranks and defcciptions. 
of men., Infurrections^ which were every : 
-where to be heard of,, and no where to be- 
feen, created an alajroi the nibre terrifying ia^ 
its nature^ as tliey w-<?re mufHed up ia the 
darknefs arid ntyftery of incertitude. \' 
fyftemof efpionage wasellablifhed, and fanc-^ 
tioned c y the coanteoaace of govcrnraenu 
Magiflrates proftituted their facrcd funfcli- 
ons, and fcrupled not to retrieve their bank- 
rupt fortunes^ by receiving frjni the treaTu* 
ry the vvages of corruption, wh^ch were to 
be the pnce of the: bouor and integrity of 
their office^ The bands of triendihip were 
diffolved^ the blood of wholfdnae kindred; 
was infc6led^ and confidence,^ the great ce^ 
m^rit of civil fociety,. was in danger of being • 
Utterly extijQguiflieda^nong rich; * 

Nor was tbis all. A ci vii iii(j^ iifitioa was 
eretled over the confciences of men, and a 
d^fpicable hireling uf goveratneht became : 
the modern Saint Dommic, the grand inq^ui* 
litor to prefide at the trib-mal The cry of 
<rfiurch and king, which had, before, heeA* 

Pa 
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the Snibbolcith of the incendiaries of Btr^ 
mingham, became the warhoop of the fac-* 
tion/and refounded through the nation; 
and thefe words were meant to convey, not 
^he benignant do&rines of the meek an(l 
gentle Jefus, but a church without the goC- 
pel, and a king above the law.*. 

I (hall, now, lay before you the follow* 
ing plan of a conyentioA. By this plan it 
will appear, that the majvrity of v)ills^ will 
be, as it ought to be> the legitimate rule o^ 
government ; as the negative pf the crQwi^ 
will never be exercifed in oppofition to the 
declared fenfe of the nation* Such was tha 
government pf our Sajcon anceftors, whei^ 
they met, every year, in thoir folk-mpte, or 
convention* The plan propofcd, therefore^ 
i> not a breach, but a renovation of ou^ con^ 
ilitution. I need not be told, that a majorin 
tyof wills and right are not convertible 
terms. This, I know, has been aflferted in 
the houfe of cpmmons, (and much ilrefs has 
been laid upon it) by a man, who marfliak 
his words by the difcipline of logic, thoughi 

.? Such were the exprelSons of the bed and wifeft di* 
yine whom the church of England now holds. I need 
Scarcely name THAT MAN, my muich loved and mucli 
1i|OBoyred preceptor Sam 0U Pjib.&« 



pNLY MEANS, &C, KS^ 

Iv* invigorates not his mind with the pria* 
f iples of wifdonit Yet to that man I would 
anfwer, that, though a majority qf wills is 
not infallible^ and therefore may fometimc-s 
pro^uce^ in government, a violation of rijA* 
yet it is the bed mode of afce^taininq;- V^g^^ 
whjch humaq ingenuity can devife ;. for ^he 
queftion will perpetually recur, who are the 
heft judges of the proper mode of cond jft*^ 
ing their own affairs. No particular fet of 
men hold any charter of exemption from the. 
frailties of human nature, and therefore, the 
people, if they are not governed byamajo* 
rity of their own wills, can have no other al^ 
ternative, than to be . governed by force. 
In yain will you attempt to perfuade them, 
tha^ |he meafures, which you compel thtm. 
to adopt, are more fuitable tp their interefts, 
than the meafures which are the fuffjeftions 
of their own underftandings^r-rThey will 
tell you, that happinefs depends qpou opi- 
nion, which objeft government is only m^ 
Ilituted to procure; that government is a 
praftical goqd, not an abftrad fpeculation, 
and thofe meafures therefore, muft of necef- 
lity'&ethe beft, which the majority of the 
people have determined to be fo. To this 
^hat answer can be given, but that thei^eo- 
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pie are ignora nt of their real intere fts, (a fa£| ' 
of which you will not perfuade them) anct 
that their governors have their welfare more 
nearly at heart, than; the pe6pie tliemfelves ?^ 
•-^Ifyou fobmit tOc their reafonings,, yott 
concede the poim, for which- the people- 
contend ; and if you do not, and, ftiould they^^ 
fpiirn at your decrees, in order to render- 
your governmem eflfeftuat, your parchment 
laws, muft be carrie4 into, exxution^ either 
by the aid, or the terror of the bayonet, andi ' 
however you may dignify the f^/flemof your* 
rule by epithets which your vanity, not 
your wifdom has applied,, it is in fjj^t, anrl 
in reality, the fword thaj: governs*-— ^Self-. 
e]b(:led fenators, in the pleni;tude of iUicit. 
ppwer, may iffuc their mandates^ and calj 
them a code of juftice, but reafon will de* * 
termine, that, if they arq not repref^ntativcs^ 
they muft be robbers. 

In the plan which I fhall offer^ it will alfor 
be foundvthat perfons^not property, are thq 
objeds of repyefentation. Matter cannot 
feel, but mftn can, Life is the gift of God^ 
of which n* man Ihould be deprived, but 
by the operation; of a law, to which hi^ will . 
bas confented, and which his reafoit com-i 
prehears* ^ He who forfeits life by any other 
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^e^ris. May indeed fall by the formaVitics, 
but he fuffets, in his perDn, a violation df 
juftic6. 

With itrfpe^ to property,! muft obferve, 
that the word has hitherto been ufed in a 
fenfe too loofe and indefinite. Property is 
that, which he M^ho poflefles, poflefles alone, 
peculiarly^ and exclufively. Proprietas ejh 
idi quod Jibi proprium ejl. In this true and 
.proper acceptation of the word, property is 
not merely^, the land which we inherit, or 
the money which we poflrefs, but all thofc 
means both of mind, and of body, by which 
we are enabled to acquire the ble flings of 
life. In this fenfe, the manual labour of tte 
peafant, the ingenuity of the artift, the tai- 
ients of the fcholar, are the property of 
tach ; and the excrcife of ihefe being the 
means of their livelihood and convenience, 
are the fources of their happinefs, and fit 
objeas of prote6lion. He who enjoys a 
comfortaole income from the earnings of his 
induftry, is equally a man of property, with 
him, who, by the partial regulations of fo- 
ciety, inherits it from his anceftors. 

The earnings of the labourer, the tradel- 
»ian, and manufafturer, are, in many cafes, 
|nd the produdions of men.of learning, and 
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of fc^ience, are, in all cafes rej^ilated, by tlid 
power of parhaaient. Property alone; 
even in the loofe Jind popular ufage bt the 
term, cari; neven in the eye bf rcafon and 
of virtue^ be ah bbjed of refpeft, fince it 
ihay be as well pofll (Fed by the profligate 
Chartres, as by the Man of Rofs. In no cafe, 
likewife, does it conftitute a reafonable db- 
jcS of defire, but Ss it adminiftefs tb the in- 
nocent gratification of him; who poffeffesit. 
— If wealth be fought after not as a meani, 
but as an erid, the purfuit, however fanflifi- 
ed by thetertn of iriduftfy, notonly becomes 
a vieCi but Conamorily engenders the extir- 
pation of aU virtue.-^Avarice is a paffion of 
fo cold and blighted a riature, that it is gene- 
rally the folitary tenant of whatever bofom 
it inhabitS.-^Like the great poifonous tree 
of Java, it is cftvironed Only by drearinefi^ 
and defolation^ and fuffers no virtue toblofi 
iom around it. 

But to return. — — 

Perfons, then, we find. Fellow Citizens/ 
are the only obje6ls of reprefeiitation ; for 
f)erfons and property are, in fad, fo indiffo- 
lubly connefted^ that if all perfons are not 
y reprefented, all property cannot be* The 

poor are, as frequently as the rich, parties to 
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€dniraaSi which Regulate the mode, iii 
Which property fhall pals from orie party to 
Ihe other ; and their property^ When acqui- 
redi is equally fubjeft to regulation^ and 
fome times to forfeiturb, by the operation of 
law; The great body of the people^ who in 
all cbuntries are not the iich^ are equally 
bound by duty, and inftigated by feehngi 
to afford protedlion tp their wives,* filters^ 
and daughters, again it brutal luil and vio- 
lence^ and therefore are as miich interefted 
in thofe laws that regulate marriage, which 
is the parent of thole conri€i6li6ns.— ^Afterall, 
the people kfe the only fountain of power, 
and the great fourcc of revenue ; ik is thfe 
pefoplei who fight your battles in time of 
war, and cultivate volir fields in time off 
peace, and therefore fhould be confulted ih 
thfe creation of civil liberty, which iS the re- 
fult of laws defining the boundaries of mens 
a6lions, as citizens of the famfe comrftunity, 
and leaving them free within thofe bbtm- 
daries ; but for the pcirmanent enjoyment 
of which, however, (iiey have no fi curity^ 
tinlefs they alio poflefs political hbferty, 
t^hich is only the povver of apoointing per-^ 

il^ns to tranfa(:t the public bufiuefs, and the 
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powurf 't>f difttMlSoft, When thcy vfekli6 ^ 
imft fepd-fed SB t!iett». 

Ndr fieM w* ^dreid tljpe tdn&queikes off 
Ikti iiapfopef ofe, 6t- e*ett:tfe af this povrer* 
If the pe&^6 irt ri^t, the cotmnaa iarce 
will be.exetfed fdr the colnwfoa good j and 
if Wf9ng» 4 fenf^ ^ felf-prvfervacion frotn 
<ho]^ evi)s> ^ieh iheit condu6l has prodKb- 
«ed, will d^petate as d ton^edtVe of the erroift 
infC6 which they hav^ fdUefe. 

I'LAN OF CONVENTION. 

ORC^ANi:tAJlO»l OF THE FRIMARY ASSEM- 
BLIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECriNO 
DEPUTIES. 

Firft, In each primary affembly, a parti- 
cular im ihall be cnade of the dti^cas who 
cpmpofe it. 

Second, The number of deputies^, to meet 
in the convention^ from England and Scot- 
land, may be 375$ that is to fay^ 2^ irom 
£flgl|ind^ and 1:25 frooi Scotland. 

Third, As the number of adultmales, all 
oi whom Oil our prefent plan are ele^^orsi^ 
amount in Eagladd to i^^^Qoo, the^ may* 
be divided iQto i>250 primary ai£bnibiie&-; 
j^ch parifh conCaining one primary afiem* 
bly, which fliall have a right to choofe tea 
C;le6t6rs« 



/ ' 



. I^HiFt^t, JUet ^e ^1^ cJp^xjTS fo cliolet^ 

of ele6bors* or feeondary aflembly^ vvhid^ 

jftjaU Jbte ccw»pplS?<i of tea neighttouripg pgi- 

j»fees*. TfeiP ig|e^.€Mitipft' iaiE ^ jTecoa^ary 

aflembly» while it coUeSfr <Aie.f»ibii£ '\BriU> 

.&IDe;lina;e» l^O: t\t%im>^ iw cl^P'U^ies. froajt 
thofe tumults and dijbrde^^,: which; Hoia^- 
!6ms& »s:QE>iDifHay lar|;e m^^tiog&oC t^ej^to^ 

proceed to- the ehaiee of ^^.p^^e^ufjes ibp-b^; 
fent ta tie convsontacm*. 
. Scathe The prc^ortioi? ctf the pfitp^rjr 
eleffcors ifia that of <he deputies >yiU be as ii 
to 5000^. Allitl>!? priipsi^ry aljfeflabUeSvCollec^ 
UwE^y will thfia f?.i>d g^adfip^ties ; the pe^ 
pulfitioa of fjjgfand ajpi)^ be^g efti^jaled 
at fix.naiiliJ9ns*ifdk«>thefe s?5p En^tilh dep.i^ 
ties wcadd 125, from. ScotUfl^^^lected. in ;?^ 
£atne raaaojsr, and . vv^hofe pQpvi^Atjon ng^ky 
be.fiftin^sd et i.h/ee eaiUJ^ft^,. the vr\io\^ 

* ■ • 'x 

*^ Askjnisn,. HobbricJiS* and. ftbaes, are ,t,he proper ^ob- 
jp^s oUe|fifl4tion, population not prgpertyis tlie bafis^pf 
our plan* To effetl this, a. new div^lfion of pan£hss is 
here 'fuppofed* 
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convention will form a body of 375 rnem^ 
Ibers to deliberate for the welfare of |>otfc^ 

countries. 

pF THE STATE OF THE VOTERS, AND Of 
THB NECESSARY COKDiriOKS FOR TH§ 
:|(XERGISE OF THEIR RIGHT $« 

ift. Every man of the age of 21, who « 
fieither a criminal^ an idiot^ nor ^ lunatiQi 
has a right of voting. 

2d. No man is to be deemed a criming 
tmlefs. gonvifted of the charge aliedg;ed by 
a jury of twelve men, the bill having beeq 
previoufly found by a grand jury. 

^d. No man (hall be confidefed as an 

idiot, or a lunatic, unlefs the fa3; has been 

Judicially afcertained in open court, and a 

regular certificate of fuch fafl be produced 

to the perfon authori ?5ed to receive the vQte&i 

4th, Nq perfon to be permitted to exer^ 
cife his right of voting in mor^ than one 
primary affembly, 

5rh, A refidence of three months (hould 
be deemed neceffary to enable ^ny man to 
vote in his primary affembly, 

6th. But as no man (hould be deprive^ 
pf the power pf Ypting^ unlefs, as befo^-e ob- 
ferved, hp laboured uqder the misfortune of 
idiotc^ or lunacy^i or had been convi6^e4 of 
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fi crime ; fo his not having refided three 
months in that particular parifti, wherein 
he may hve at the period of eleflion, (hall 
not extinguiih his right of voting altogether; 
but he {hall be permitted to vote in the pa- 
rifli- where laft he refided for the fpace of 
time abovementioned. 

7th, Every man (hall be deemed eligible 
as a deputy either to the fecondary affenv. 
bly or to the con^'^cntion, unlefs he be an 
idiot, lunatic, or one convifled of a crime, 
by the decifions of a grand and petty jury. 

8th« All perfons eligible,, may be chofen 
by the dehors of any place, even though 
he be not a iQember of that parifh or prima^ 
ry aifembly. 

From this plan the following good effefl: 
willcnfue; 

Firft. The people will enjoy not only civil 
Mherty^hixt political liberty ; that is to fay, 
they will not only b€ free, but have the pow^ 
er of keeping thcmfelves fo. 

Second, The deputies being bound to 
fpeak the fenfe of their conftituents, will be 
really their reprefentatives. Corruption wiH 
be cut up by the roots, as no equivalerit can 
be given tp a whole nation for their happi- 

wis* 
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TThird. The deputies being liaWp to* btt 
recalled wheacver they aft eontarary :te iljp 
•will of their conyftituents^jaeanftajU fenfe- 
of their depeoience will keep them ften^y- 
in the piufuit of the ohj^M, Bx the ^^ii}f>^ 
jneot of whicb they we? e feut. Idnpegf:^-^ 
ment of the public £;rvftnts^ tk r&ea^ur& 
«rhich obftrai6b fwbilie Ismftftefs wd creittes; 
•Hi blood* wiB i^hen be -i^iulf red min^cei- 
lary, as it ha&aSae^dy b?:fin fmndins&t&sttali 
iince k <Hil)r putufW- iCEamcs,. te (k>es. not 
prevent them. . ' 

; Fourdu War,, Aat groateft of human: fevils^ 
Tvill in aU probability cseaie^ v the peopie^ 
-who at all-times have borne t^ burthen <C 
carrying it on, will then be conHiiLtesd oathe^ 
|>iDpriely of making iL> The tefm.giory^ 
•which is only to he found in the jairgcin oT 
courts, and Jiot 'm ^ht langttage i>f reaJbn^ 
wqSX be ajbdiilhed^. aAd miin^ issKokmed afe 
4%fttoafeniie of his xad inteidlv iwrtlLignd 
that the patin of £u£fering ev Mi i$^^i&tdrifihaiii 
the pleafure o£ inEifliag iti. 

Fifth, Contentmenjt with our GtKOtiQOs^^i 
&r as is con£lfteitf with the op^tdition of our 
Jbein^ would take pd^^oe^ Jince no. one could 
vith pnapriety cojnplfun of .being piuoifhed 
for the breach of that law, to the makxng^«f ^ 



which, be himfelf had con fciited. ^ ^ 

Sixth. Panifliments would be^ in great 
tneafure rendered unneceffary, as the temp* 
tatron to commit orimes would be lefTeB^ : 
^fid every man would feel a pride in obey* 
ing thofe laws^ which he had contributed to 
€fna^« 

Seveath. Ignorance, the parent of vice, 
would be foon deftroyed ; as all men being 
drained to public bufinefe, wonld have their 
underilmidings enlightened upom the ducieft 
whiiph they were bound to perfffl-m^ 

Eighth* The broadeft as weU as deepeil 
foundiitiion of public happinefs would be 
laid. • Every man then not only being eligi*. 
bie by law, but ftanding an equal chance of 
filling tha offices of the ftate, the wideft field 
would be opened for a difplay of thofe ta- 
lents ahd virtues which produce fatisfa^ioa 
to the individual, and benefit to the coun« 
try: 

And iaftly^ The poor, who ane now work- 
ttd too hardv and taught too little, would 
have their perfons better proteSed, their 
labour better rewarded, and their minds 
better mftru^d ; and that clafj of nsfen, 
Che extremely indigent, would foon oeafe to 
^6xi£k i whcv ^ ^^7 ^^^ >^^iOW e&dudcd from 
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the benefits of fociety, are of courfe iiM* 
retted, and are too often employed^ in pfof- 
moting its ditturbance. 

In the appointment of your feprefenta-^ 
tives, I would recommend it to you to choofe 
men like yourfclves of plain manners, an d 
fimple lives ; who can have nfo other obje£k 
^han the inteteft of the people, /vtrho have 
never been Corrupted by the habits of hold^ 
ing places^ or expe£ling them; and who 
have neither promoted the views of a do* 
mineering ariftocracy, nor breathed the con* 
tagious air of a court. The hiflory of par-^ 
ties, fince the' rie volution, is only a hiftor^ 
^f the flruggles for power and cmolutnent, 
and muft ultimately convince a deluded na- 
tion, that the one is onJy eager tor get^ what 
•the other is as anxious to keep. 
, High founding words about liberty ,- and 
pompous and long-winded fpeeches, if they 
do not accompany a dimunitioh of public 
•taxes, and an abolition of frafecure places and 
penfions, are only traps to enfnare. The fda- 
cred name of religion has formerly been ufed^ 
as die manrie of perfecution* The hiftory 
of the prefent day muft likewrfe convince 
you, that civil polity has its herefies, as* well 
« as divinity, and th^t the altars of ffeedozo^ 
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though approached with the fanftimonious 
pretence of reverence and ad6ration, may 
he equally profitned with the temples of re- 
ligions— If the qppofition, durijg the lafl 
feffion, had maiifully feceded froiri a parlia- 
merit, where they only ferved to difplay the 
inefficacy of their efforts, and, had left the 
tninifler to run his full career of madnefs 
and iniquity i they might have o ieaed the 
feyes of the people; who would then havef 
feeri, that parliaiment i^ no check upd^i the 
detenninations of the: cabinet* If, indead 
of nibbling at particukr claufes of a :ts of 
parliaratent; with the loquacioils dexterity of 
barrifters, if infleadof criminating the mmi- 
Her for a feeble profecyition of the war, they 
had boldly fefufed to concur ia a votfe of ' 
fupplies, of which the obje6l is to extmguilli 
the liberties of Europe, they would have 
been juftly entitled to the confidence of 
their country. Upon this confidence, how- 
ever, they can have now no claim*- If I 

* From among thefe, I muft however except Sheri- 
dan, whofe rich and copious talents I^ admire,; whom, for 
his manly and avowed hatred oi the coalition, I revere, 
and who, un^onnefled with arrftocratic families, and un- 
tainted by ariftocratic principles, has, 1 fincereiy believe, 
at heart, the weifa^re, and therefore merits the con£iden(:e 
of the people, ' . . 
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• « 

perifh by the fword of the aflaffin, is it any 
alleviation of my fufFerings, that the wea- 
pon is forged of fliarpened by thofe, who, 
with hollow profeflionsof friendihip in their 
fnouths, embrue their hands in my innocent 
blood ? If any thing can leflen our abhor- 
rence of an aftion mifchievous to fociety, it 
can only be our conviSion of the fincenty 
of the agent But, what (hall we think of 
thofe, who fligmatize war as murder, yet 
join with the band of national aflfaffins; who 
reprobate it as robbery, y6t unfeelingljr 
drain the puife of the peafant to fupport it ? 
What is this, but to be voluntar)" partakers 
of the great compafl; of depravity, and to 
contribute means to accomplifli an end, 
which they themfelves pronounce to be 
wicked? . 

Before I conclude, I (hall lay before you, 
the opinion of feveral tnembers of that 
branch of the legiflature, on the fubjeft of 
aflbciations, which will not be accufed, I ap- 
prehend, of being likely to diffeminate a:* 
mongthe people, the principles of fedition* 
The name of Camden will be found among 
them, whofe authority as a lawyer is reputed 
the firft in the kingdom, and who is now 
Prefident of hia Majefty's Council^ The 
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tianffi df Richmond will be found among 
.them, who is alfo a member of the Councilj, 
jixid the name of Nugent Temple, now Mar* 
4juis of Buckingham, and the coufin of Pitt, 
will likewife appear among them, who fi ace 
that period, has enjoyed the viceroyalty of 
Ireland, the highefi poll, both as to dignity 
and emolument, which the power of the 
^rown can confer upon a fubjeft ; who pof- 
feffed, becaufe hCj^ ijo dqubt, was entitled to 
the confidence of his Sovereign, and wb# 
cannot,, therefore, lye fuppofed to harbour, 
in the rem^oteft degree, any principles det 
truftive of the peace of his country. 

Dtiflentient. *^ We are further impelled to 

^ prefe this mption^ becaufe the obje61^ of it 

^* has been feconded arid called for by a con- 

^* (idcrable majoriiy of the people^ who are 

*• affuciating fpr this, piu-pofe, apd feem de- 

** termined to purfue it, by every legal a^ad 

/^.CQnftitutional method t^it can be devife^i 

*^ for its fuccefs ; and- l\pwever fome jnay 

/^ affeQ: to be alarmed, as if fuch affpcrations 

** tended to diilurb the peace, or encroach 

*^ upon the 4^legated powqr of the othter 

** houfe, we are perfuadeJ they have no o* 

^^ ther view but to collet the fenfe of the 
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f people, and to inform the whole body of 
f * the reprefentatives, what are the fenti? 
V ments of the whole body of the conftitu^ 
er:ts, in which refpeft their proceedings; 
have been peaceably, orderly, and conjiu 
tv^tionaL And if it be afked, what further 
•s to be done, if thefe* petitions are rejeft* 
f* ed ? The beft anfwer is, that the cafe can- 
not be fuppofed ; for although upon a few 
feparate petitions it may be fairly faid, 
^ that the other houfe ousrht not tQ be de- 
** cided by a part only of their conftituents, 
yet it cannot be prefunjed they will aft 
in defiance qf the united opinion of the . 
whole people, or indeed of any great and 
notorious majoritv. It is admitted they 
have a power to vote as they think fit ; but 
it is not poffible to conceive that fq wiffe 
an affembly will ever be rafh enough tQ 
rejetl fuch petitions, and by thofe nieans 
^/ caufe this dangerous queftion to be 
*^ broached and agitated, WHETHER 
** THEY HAVE NOT BROKE THEIR 
"TRUST?— The voice of the people 
^ will certainly be complied with^** 

FQRTESCUE, 
HARCOURT, 
PE FEVRAS4 
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JERSEY, 
DEVONSHIRE. 

I 

Friends^ Country-men, anh FsLLaw 

Citizens ! 

Thcfe truths have I laid before you, with 
all boldnefs, fimphcity, and zeal. I am one 
of you, and therefore neither have, nor can 
have, an intereft dillin6t from yours,. If I 
have held up t6 you a gloomy pifture of 
your fituation^ it is no more, than the cir- 
cumftances of the times fufficiently warrant., 
The remedy is in > our own hands, and iC 
you do not apply it, you will have only 
yourtelvcs to blame for the ruin which niufl; 
follow. Whatever be the faie of this workj^, 
whether it be fuffered to moulder in neglefl:^ 
or expofe me to the rage of calumny and per-* 
fecution, I fhall reft my head on this. piUov^ 
of confolation; that it was the effort of a, 
man whole intentions were good. I ana. 
hafteiiing to the meridian of life, and, in a 
few years, muft be numbered among the fi,- 
lent dead. I fee, and I fee too with a joy 
which no tyranny can deprefs, the rapid im- 
provement of the condition of man. If the 
good which this work was intended to pro- 
duce be immediate/I have my reward; aiid^ 



